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WELCOME
JIANMIN QU
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

FACULTY HONORARY DEGREE
MASTER OF ENGINEERING (HONORIS CAUSA)

HoNGJUN WANG
Professor and Chair, Department of Biomedical Engineering,
Charles V. Schaefer, Jr. School of Engineering and Science

RETIREE RECOGNITION

LINDA VOLLKOMMER
Associate Professor, Athletics

WILLIAM ROBINSON
Teaching Professor, School of Systems and Enterprises

GREGG VESONDER
Teaching Professor, School of Systems and Enterprises

SUPHAN KOVENKLIOGLU
Professor, Department of Chemical Engineering and Materials Science,
Charles V. Schaefer, Jr. School of Engineering and Science

NURAN KUMBARACI
Associate Professor, Department of Chemistry and Chemical Biology,
Charles V. Schaefer, Jr. School of Engineering and Science

KEITH SHEPPARD
Professor, Department of Chemical Engineering and Materials Science,
Charles V. Schaefer, Jr. School of Engineering and Science
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YOUNG INVESTIGATOR AWARDS

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION CAREER AWARDS

STEVEN HOFFENSON
Assistant Professor, School of Systems and Enterprises

Multidisciplinary and Life-Cycle Holistic Sustainable Design

JiNHO Kim
Assistant Professor, Department of Biomedical Engineering,
Charles V. Schaefer, Jr. School of Engineering and Science
Biomechanics of Tension-Induced Lung Tissue Fracture and Subsequent
Pulmonary Air Leak

KATHRIN SMETANA
Assistant Professor, Department of Mathematical Sciences,
Charles V. Schaefer, Jr. School of Engineering and Science
Randomized Multiscale Methods for Heterogeneous Nonlinear Partial

Differential Equations

Lu X1a0
Assistant Professor, School of Systems and Enterprises
An AI-Empowered Architecture-Centric Framework for Systematic

Software-Performance Optimization

ANNIE XIAN ZHANG
Assistant Professor, Department of Mechanical Engineering,
Charles V. Schaefer, Jr. School of Engineering and Science
Investigation of Thermal Transport in Moiré Pattern Structured Materials to
Push the Extremes of Thermal Modulation
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NASA EARLY CAREER FACULTY AWARDS

PAUL GROGAN
Assistant Professor, School of Systems and Enterprises

Co-Simulation for Partnerships to Observe Convective Storm Systems

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH MAXIMIZING
INVESTIGATORS' RESEARCH AWARDS (MIRA)

ABHISHEK SHARMA
Assistant Professor, Department of Chemistry and Chemical Biology,
Charles V. Schaefer, Jr. School of Engineering and Science
Novel Acylborons and Alpha-Hydroxy Borons to Enable Modular, Regio- and
Stereocontrolled Synthesis of Bioactive Molecules and Protein Conjugates

SHANG WANG
Assistant Professor, Department of Biomedical Engineering,
Charles V. Schaefer, Jr. School of Engineering and Science
Multi-Contrast Dynamic Optical Imaging to Advance Live
Developmental Biology

2022 FACULTY AWARDS
See listing on pages 4 and 5

CLOSING REMARKS
NARIMAN FARVARDIN

President

RECEPTION
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AWARD FOR RESEARCH EXCELLENCE

DIBYENDU SARKAR, Professor, Department of Civil, Environmental and
Ocean Engineering,

Charles V. Schaefer, Jr. School of Engineering and Science

EARLY CAREER AWARD FOR RESEARCH EXCELLENCE
PAUL GROGAN, Assistant Professor,

School of Systems and Enterprises

HANG L1U, Assistant Professor,
Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering,

Charles V. Schaefer, Jr. School of Engineering and Science

JEss H. DAvVIsS MEMORIAL AWARD
FOR RESEARCH EXCELLENCE
ALEX WELLERSTEIN, Associate Professor,
College of Arts and Letters

HENRY MORTON DISTINGUISHED
TEACHING PROFESSOR AWARD
PETER DOMINICK, Teaching Professor,

School of Business
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HARVEY N. DAVIS DISTINGUISHED TEACHING
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR AWARD

RAVIRAJ NATARAJ, Assistant Professor,
Department of Biomedical Engineering,

Charles V. Schaefer, Jr. School of Engineering and Science

AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN ONLINE TEACHING
EARL SPRAGUE, Lecturer,
School of Systems and Enterprises

AWARD FOR DISTINGUISHED UNIVERSITY SERVICE
BILLY MIDDLETON, Teaching Associate Professor,
College of Arts and Letters

AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN UNDERGRADUATE
ADVISING/MENTORING
MAJEED SIMAAN, Assistant Professor,
School of Business
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Professor Hongjun Wang

FAcuLTY HONORARY DEGREE, MASTER OF ENGINEERING
(HoNoRis CAUSA)

Department of Biomedical Engineering

Charles V. Schaefer, Jr. School of Engineering and Science

Professor Hongjun Wang, a member of the Stevens Institute of
Technology faculty since 2005, is an internationally recognized scholar
who is the founding chair of the Department of Biomedical Engineering
in the Charles V. Schaefer, Jr. School of Engineering and Science and has

developed technologies that have the potential to transform healthcare.

Dr. Wang’s research focuses on the design of innovative implants,
multiscale tissue reconstruction, the creation of a 3D in-vitro
pathophysiological tissue model, nanomedicine and regenerative
medicine. Dr. Wang has published extensively in respected international
peer-reviewed journals. He has authored more than 110 peer-reviewed
publications in archival journals, 11 book chapters and one book and
has received three United States patents, in addition to several pending
patents. He has delivered more than 100 invited talks to conferences
and various institutions. He was also invited to deliver multiple keynote

addresses at international conferences.

His research has been well supported by various agencies within the
National Institutes of Health and the National Science Foundation and by
the New Jersey Health Foundation, among other respected organizations.
In addition to his own research, Dr. Wang is involved in efforts to transfer
promising technologies to the marketplace, working closely with small
companies, training future entrepreneurs and participating in venture

capital and entrepreneurship activities.
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As the chair of the biomedical engineering department since its founding
in January 2018, Dr. Wang has demonstrated outstanding dedication,
developing the department by recruiting stellar faculty and staff,
upgrading research and teaching facilities, cultivating a collegial and
supportive environment, streamlining advising and mentoring services
and enhancing student-faculty interactions. Under his leadership,
undergraduate enrollment and research funding have increased

significantly, paving the way for the department to continue to thrive.

Dr. Wang was elected a Fellow of the National Academy of Inventors

in 2019. He also received the Innovators Award from the New Jersey
Innovators Hall of Fame in 2016. At Stevens, he was recognized with the
Jess H. Davis Memorial Award for Research Excellence in 2009, 2015 and
2021, and the Provost’s Award for Academic Entrepreneurship in 2017. He
is an associate editor of the Journal of Nanoscience Letters and serves on
the editorial boards of the Journal of Biotechnology and Biomaterials and

the International Journal of Nanomedicine and Nanosurgery.

Known as an outstanding educator with a devotion to high standards and
an enthusiastic commitment to his students, Dr. Wang has graduated

15 Ph.D. students and mentored nine postdoctoral fellows, in addition

to advising more than 80 undergraduates and more than 40 graduate
students in collaborative research. Many of these students have become
leading scientists in the field, serving as university faculty, research

scientists and medical doctors.

Dr. Wang holds a Bachelor of Science in polymer chemistry and master’s
and doctoral degrees in polymer chemistry and physics from Nankai
University in China. He also earned a Ph.D. in Biomedical Engineering

from the University of Twente in Netherlands.
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