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Welcome

Graduate Student Life

Congratulatory Remarks

Jianmin Qu
Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs

Constantin Chassapis 
Senior Vice Provost for Graduate Education 

Presentation of Academic Awards 
Jean Zu

Dean, Charles V. Schaefer, Jr. School of Engineering & Science

Gregory Prastacos
Dean, School of Business

Anthony Barese 
Interim Dean, School of Systems & Enterprises

Constantin Chassapis 
Senior Vice Provost for Graduate Education

Presentation of Co-Curricular Awards

Graduate Student Life

Reception

To follow in the Babbio Atrium
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C H A R L E S  V.  S C H A E F E R ,  J R .
S C H O O L  O F  E N G I N E E R I N G  &  S C I E N C E

BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING

High Academic Achievement by a Master’s 
Student in Biomedical Engineering

Presented for outstanding academic achievement in the master’s program 
in biomedical engineering. 

Recipient is Kyle Bierdumpfel 
 

High Academic Achievement by a Master’s 
Student in Bioengineering

Presented for outstanding academic achievement in the master’s program 
in bioengineering. 

Recipient is Matangi Parimala Chevli Ratnamani

Outstanding Dissertation Award 
Presented for an outstanding Ph.D. thesis. 

Recipient is Sean Patrick Sanford 

CHEMICAL ENGINEERING AND MATERIALS SCIENCES  

Morton M. Traum Award 
For outstanding achievement in pursuing the Doctoral Degree in Materials 

Science and Engineering. 
Recipients are Kaixin Suo and Di Wu
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C H A R L E S  V.  S C H A E F E R ,  J R .
S C H O O L  O F  E N G I N E E R I N G  &  S C I E N C E

CHEMISTRY AND BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

Outstanding Achievement Award 
in a Master’s in Chemistry 

Presented for outstanding academic achievement in the master’s program 
in chemistry. 

Recipient is Zeshu Wang
 

Outstanding Achievement Award in the 
Doctoral Program in Chemistry 

Presented for outstanding academic achievement in the doctoral program. 
Recipient is Jingyu Sun

Outstanding Achievement Award in a 
Master’s in Chemical Biology 

Presented for outstanding academic achievement in the master’s program 
in chemical biology. 

Recipients are Douglas Kung and Kaylyn Spotton 

Outstanding Achievement Award in the 
Doctoral Program in Chemical Biology 

Presented for outstanding academic achievement in the doctoral program. 
Recipient is Lucia Wang

CIVIL, ENVIRONMENTAL, OCEAN, NAVAL AND  
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT  

John P. Breslin Award 
Presented to an outstanding graduate student in ocean engineering. 

Recipient is Matthew Janssen 
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C H A R L E S  V.  S C H A E F E R ,  J R .
S C H O O L  O F  E N G I N E E R I N G  &  S C I E N C E

CEOE Instructor of Record Award

Presented to a graduate student for outstanding teaching of  
undergraduate courses. 

Recipient is Viravid Na Nagara 

COMPUTER SCIENCE
  

Excellence in Graduate Research Award 
Recipients are Songgaojun Deng And Jared Pincus  

Electrical And Computer Engineering 

Edward Peskin Award for Exceptional 
Research Performance in Electrical 

and Computer Engineering 
Recipient is Bernard Khoinguyen Tran

Outstanding Master’s Thesis Award 
Recipient is Tyler Cona 

Outstanding Master’s Research Project Award 
Recipient is Mingyu Pan

Best Teaching Assistant Award

Recipient is Fan Yang

Best Grader Award

Recipient is Guang Yang
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C H A R L E S  V.  S C H A E F E R ,  J R .
S C H O O L  O F  E N G I N E E R I N G  &  S C I E N C E

Outstanding Master’s Student Award  
in Electrical Engineering

Recipient is Bingcong Zhai

Outstanding Ph.D. Dissertation Award 
in Electrical Engineering 

Recipient is Fangzhou Wang  

Outstanding Master’s Student Award 
in Computer Engineering 

Recipient is Yong Li 

Outstanding Ph.D. Dissertation 
Award in Computer Engineering 

Recipient is Elijah David Bolluyt 

Outstanding Master’s Student Award 
in Applied Artificial Intelligence 

Recipient is Alejandro Ibanez

MATHEMATICAL SCIENCES

Excellence in Graduate Research 
Presented to a graduating doctoral candidate in recognition of an 

outstanding research accomplishment in the mathematical sciences. 
Recipient is Michael Tamarov

Outstanding Teaching Assistant Award 
Presented for outstanding performance as a teaching assistant in the 

Department of Mathematical Sciences. 
Recipient is Alicia Muth
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C H A R L E S  V.  S C H A E F E R ,  J R .
S C H O O L  O F  E N G I N E E R I N G  &  S C I E N C E

MECHANICAL ENGINEERING

Outstanding Academic Achievement 
Award for the Master of Science in 

Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Program 
Presented to the student who has excelled academically and demonstrated 

professional promise and leadership. 
Recipient is Amy Townsend

Outstanding Academic Achievement Award for the 
Master of Engineering in Mechanical Engineering  

Presented annually to the student who has done excellent research in the 
Master of Engineering in Mechanical Engineering program. 

Recipient is Jeric Hernandez

Outstanding Service Award for Master of 
Engineering in Mechanical Engineering  

Presented annually to the student who has done excellent service to the 
community and demonstrated professional promise and leadership in the 

Master of Engineering n Mechanical Engineering program. 
Recipient is Ryan William Ludemann

Kurt H. Weil Award 
This award was established in 1987 in recognition of the contributions 

of Professor Kurt Hermann Weil, the head of the Department of 
Mechanical Engineering (1957-65) and an aviation pioneer who 

worked to improve hydrogen-based propulsion systems. It is given 
annually for outstanding performance in the Master of Engineering in 

Mechanical Engineering program. 
Recipient is Kristen Donnelly
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C H A R L E S  V.  S C H A E F E R ,  J R .
S C H O O L  O F  E N G I N E E R I N G  &  S C I E N C E

James H. Potter Award 
This award was established in 1987 in recognition of the contributions 
of Professor James Harry Potter, former dean of the Graduate School 
and professor of mechanical engineering, to the field of mechanical 

engineering, and specifically to steam power systems. It is given 
annually for outstanding performance in the doctoral program in 

mechanical engineering. 
Recipient is Kai Cao

Outstanding Teaching Assistant and Service 
Award for Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering 

Presented annually for outstanding teaching assistance, along with 
demonstrated service and leadership in the doctoral program in 

mechanical engineering. 
Recipient is Jiaqi Lyu

PHYSICS
 

2022 Graduate Leadership Award 
Awarded by the Department of Physics in recognition for excellence in 

graduate leadership. 
Recipient is Jake Nicosia 

Ph.D. Thesis Award 
Awarded by the Department of Physics for excellence in Ph.D. thesis 

research and presentation. 
Recipient is Quanzhen Ding
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BUSINESS INTELLIGENCE & ANALYTICS

Outstanding Service Award in the Master of 
Science in Business Intelligence & Analytics

Presented to the students who signify outstanding classroom performance 
and exemplary community leadership in the graduate program in business 

intelligence & analytics. 
Recipient is Serjie Lika 

Master of Science in Business Intelligence 
& Analytics Student Leadership Award

Presented in recognition of excellent service to the program and fellow 
students as leader of the BI&A Student Club. 

Recipient is Lennard Evertz 

Outstanding Academic Achievement 
Award in the Master of Science in 
Business Intelligence & Analytics 

Presented to students who have excelled academically and demonstrated 
professional promise. 

Recipient is Shelly Gulati 

MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS

Outstanding Academic Achievement Award in the 
Master of Science in Management Program

Presented to the student who has excelled academically and demonstrated 
professional promise and leadership.

Recipient is Matthew Joseph Monaco

S C H O O L  O F  B U S I N E S S
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Outstanding Academic Achievement 
Award in the Master of Business 

Administration Analytics Program

Presented to the student who has excelled academically and demonstrated 
professional promise and leadership.

Recipient is Sanidhya Jain

Outstanding Academic Achievement 
Award in the Executive Master of 
Business Administration Program

Presented to students who have excelled academically and demonstrated 
professional promise and leadership.

Recipient is Dereck Persaud

Outstanding Academic Achievement Award in the 
Master of Business Administration Program

Presented to students who have excelled academically and demonstrated 
professional promise and leadership.

Recipient is Yatlam (Elaine) Yeung

Best Dissertation Award in Business Administration

Presented to the student with the best dissertation.
Recipient is Kai Wang

Outstanding Academic Achievement Award in 
the Enterprise Project Management Program

Presented to the student who has excelled academically and demonstrated 
professional promise and leadership.

Recipient is Caitlin Haggerty

S C H O O L  O F  B U S I N E S S
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Outstanding Academic Achievement 
Award in the Master of Science in 
Technology Management Program

Presented to students who have excelled academically and demonstrated 
professional promise and leadership.

Recipient is Enrique Espinet

FINANCE

Outstanding Leadership & Service Award

Presented to students who have excelled in leadership and service, 
demonstrating dedication to Stevens Institute of Technology and 

professional promise.
Recipients are Vishaal Abhinav and Varun Kandhari

Outstanding Academic Achievement 
Award in the Master of Finance

Presented to the student who has excelled academically and demonstrated 
professional promise and leadership.

Recipient is Anqi Sun

FINANCIAL ENGINEERING

Outstanding Leadership & Service Award

Presented to students who have excelled in leadership and service, 
demonstrating dedication to Stevens Institute of Technology and 

professional promise.
Recipient is Aishwarya Suresh

S C H O O L  O F  B U S I N E S S



11

S C H O O L  O F  B U S I N E S S

Outstanding Academic Achievement Award 
in the Master of Financial Engineering

Presented to students who have excelled academically and demonstrated 
professional promise and leadership.

Recipients are Akash Arun Kankal, Haohang Li, Sean Martin, 
Anthony Raichi, Zachery Townley-Smith, April Ullrich

FINANCIAL ANALYTICS

Outstanding Leadership Award

Presented to the student who has excelled in leadership and service to 
financial analytics.

Recipient is Shikhar Parikh

Outstanding Academic Achievement Award

Presented to the students with a perfect academic record in  
financial analytics.

Recipient is Anton Rotach

INFORMATION SYSTEMS

Outstanding Leadership & Service Award

Presented to students who have excelled in leadership and service, 
demonstrating dedication to Stevens Institute of Technology and 

professional promise.
Recipients are Aishwarya Shree And Allan Coutinho
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NETWORK AND COMMUNICATION MANAGEMENT AND SERVICES

Outstanding Academic Achievement Award in the 
Master of Science in Network and Communication 
Management and Services Program — On Campus 

Presented to the on-campus students who have excelled academically and 
demonstrated professional promise. 

Recipient is Shijun Shen 
 

Outstanding Academic Achievement Award in the 
Master of Science in Network and Communication 

Management and Services Program — Online 
Presented to the online students who have excelled academically and 

demonstrated professional promise. 
Recipient is Robert E. Williams 

S C H O O L  O F  B U S I N E S S
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S C H O O L  O F  S YS T E M S  &  E N T E R P R I S E S

Academic Achievement in the Engineering 
Management Program 

Awarded for outstanding academic achievement and professional promise 
in the engineering management master’s program. 
Recipients are Lauren Chew, Antony Cruz,  

Dante Volpegina E. Dello Russo  

Academic Achievement in the 
Software Engineering Program 

Awarded for outstanding academic achievement and professional promise 
in the software engineering master’s program. 

Recipients are Jose Cruz and Aboubacar Diawara 

Academic Achievement in a Systems 
Engineering Program 

Awarded for outstanding academic achievement and professional promise 
in systems engineering. 

Recipient is Tyler James Gibson

Academic Achievement Award in 
a Doctoral Program 

Awarded annually for outstanding academic achievement and professional 
promise in the School of Systems and Enterprises doctoral programs. 

Recipient is Daniel Appel

Outstanding Dissertation Award 
Awarded to Ph.D. candidates in the School of Systems and Enterprises 

programs who have distinguished themselves in the conduct of research. 
Recipient is Avishek Choudhury
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Outstanding Master’s Thesis Award 
Awarded to master’s degree students in the School of Systems and 

Enterprises programs who have submitted the best capstone project, as 
judged by the quality of the work, its practical relevance and the clarity of 

presentation.
Recipient is Hojat Behrooz

Fabrycky-Blanchard Award 
Awarded in recognition for exemplary academic performance, excellence 
in research and promise in the study and practice of systems engineering. 

Recipient is Jordan Stern

Distinguished Leadership by a Ph.D. Student 
Awarded in recognition of outstanding leadership and service to 

the school, university and community in the School of Systems and 
Enterprises doctoral programs.

Recipient is Raif Camara Bezerra Bucar

School of Systems Exceptional Achievement Award 
Awarded to graduate students in the School of Systems and Enterprises 

who have demonstrated exceptional academic achievement and 
outstanding contributions beyond the classroom. Preference is given to 

students who provide evidence of success in the face of adversity.
Recipient is Batyr Charyyev

Donald N. Merino Award 
Awarded to a graduating engineering management student, at any level, 
whose paper from any course or journal is determined by the Bachelor of 

Engineering in Engineering Management Academic Committee to achieve 
the highest academic excellence of all the papers submitted for that year.

Recipient is Hojat Behrooz

S C H O O L  O F  S YS T E M S  &  E N T E R P R I S E S
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ASEM Outstanding TA Award 
This award is given to the best graduating teaching assistant in the School 
of Systems and Enterprises as determined by the undergraduate American 

Society for Engineering Management executive board. The Recipient is 
chosen by the ASEM local chapter. 

Recipient is Raif Camara Bezerra Bucar

S C H O O L  O F  S YS T E M S  &  E N T E R P R I S E S

OFFICE OF GRADUATE EDUCATION

Paul Kaplan Award for Distinguished 
Doctoral Work

Named for the first Ph.D. candidate to graduate from Stevens Institute 
of Technology, this award is given in recognition of exemplary academic 
performance, excellence in research and publications, and extraordinary 

promise in pursuits beyond program completion.
Recipients are Fangzhou Wang and Avishek Choudhury 

Outstanding Graduate Student Club Leader

Presented for outstanding leadership and dedication as a graduate student 
club officer.

Recipients are Aseda Addai-Deseh and Safa Elkefi 

Graduate Women’s Leadership Award 
In recognition of demonstrated outstanding leadership and a commitment 

to community service.
Recipient is Mili Javia 
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