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Exciting New Ways to Connect Within Our Vibrant Alumni 
Community

Dear Alumni,

I sincerely hope this issue of The Indicator will 

remind you of your time on campus and rekindle 

your connection to and affection for our alma 

mater. Stevens continues to make great strides 

in elevating its reputation, growing the student 

body, increasing student selectivity, bringing new 

projects into operation and improving the overall 

delivery of this fine education. Stevens needs 

us — its alumni — to be ambassadors whenever 

we can. We owe much gratitude to President 

Farvardin and the university leadership for all 

their accomplishments to date and the advances 

that lie ahead. With that, I am glad to report that 

the university is re-establishing its tradition of visiting with alumni across the 

country with “State of Stevens” events. An alumni event was held in Houston 

in March, with a May gathering scheduled in Washington, D.C., with more to 

come. These are great opportunities for us to come together and hear of the 

great achievements of the university. 

In the Fall 2022 Indicator, we spoke of the next strategic plan for the  

university as well as the Strategic Plan for Alumni Engagement. The latter 

plan is in full swing, and here are a few examples of progress being made.

First is the implementation of StevensConnects, an online networking 

platform exclusive to the Stevens community that will make a highly  

positive impact on our alumni engagement. StevensConnects is up and 

running; at the time of this writing, more than 1,400 alumni and 250-plus 

students have signed up (read more on page 23). In time, this platform will 

facilitate alumni/alumni, student/alumni and university/alumni connections 

to create mentoring opportunities and networking that will benefit all alumni.  

Additionally, the platform provides a job board to help alumni find new op-

portunities. For this system to work, we need all alumni to sign up. Visit the 

StevensConnects website at https://stevensconnects.peoplegrove.com/ This 

well-designed site allows you to easily customize your profile and import 

content from LinkedIn. Please sign up and encourage your fellow alumni to 

do the same. 

Speaking of career networking, we’ve also 

launched the Industry Torchbearers program  

to help alumni connect and network within their 

industries. Industry Torchbearers in Informa-

tion Technology are already meeting regularly. 

Look for more events focused on construction 

management and healthcare. We’re also seeing 

growth in our regional alumni clubs; we’re work-

ing with alumni and campus leaders to forge new 

networks for alumni based on their identity; and 

we’re forming new connections with students 

through the Student Alumni Council. Looking 

ahead, we envison increasing our engagement 

among our graduate alumni population. We are 

grateful to a group of graduate alumni who are 

offering to step up and engage with this sometimes-overlooked and large 

portion of the Stevens alumni base.

I would like to thank Peter Astor ’64 for his brilliant leadership of the  

Old Guard over the past seven years. Peter recently resigned for personal 

reasons, and we are so grateful for his service and wish him well into the 

future. I am pleased to announce that Ed Eichhorn ’69 has agreed to serve  

as the new chair of this prestigious club for alumni who graduated 50 years 

ago or more from Stevens.

In closing, I ask all alumni to open their hearts and minds to Stevens  

students, our fellow alumni and our alma mater. When a student or fellow 

alum writes or calls, please answer. If you are moved to volunteer in some 

way, please reach out to me or someone you know in the alumni association. 

Let’s all strive to grow the vibrance of our Stevens alumni community. 

To all those alumni who give of their time and treasure, thank you  

very much.

Per aspera ad astra, 

John R. Dearborn, Jr. ’79 M.Eng. ’81 

President, Stevens Alumni Association

SAAPresident@alumni.stevens.edu

SAA President’s Letter
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him) in 1991; together they built a blended family 

among their six adult children — and the many 

grandchildren and great-grandchildren that would 

follow. Continuing his athletic bent as a regular 

tennis player and skier, he also took up yoga, 

cooking and gardening, became vice president of 

the Activity Group at New Castle Senior Center, 

tutored recent immigrants and went skydiving for 

his 85th birthday! In recent years, he was increas-

ingly willing to participate in veterans’ events and 

share his war experiences, as living survivors of 

WWII became rare. We salute you, David, as our 

roster of classmates shrinks by one more.

BTW, there was no response to my earlier 

request for the names of any alums or current 

students from among the offspring of ’46-ers, 

so I’m assuming that there are none to report. 

However, the invitation is extended for any such 

submissions in future years. 

We suspect that the following nicknames 

of some of our (many beloved, some not so) 

professors at the Stute will still be just as familiar 

as their surnames to our classmates, as well as 

to members of classes earlier than ours in the 

’40s and a bit later into the ’50s or beyond. Test 

your memory: Barney, Beaver, Borneo, Dickie, Fifi, 

Gussie, Charlie, Tee-neck, The Hawk, Humpy, 

Nite-shirt, Speed, Stocky and Sully come to 

mind, perhaps unfairly. (Cannot recall Backer’s or 

Gaudet’s nicknames, nor Frenchy’s surname.)

Assign points of 1-10 to each, where “10” 

was top-notch for value in your future career (as 

well as a likeable human being) and “1” was a 

dismal bore or a martinet — and a strain on your 

attention span. If your total count exceeds 115 

points, our legendary prexy at the time, Harvey 

Nathaniel Davis, would be smiling down upon us 

right now, proud in the observance of work well 

done by the dedication and caliber of members 

of his faculty, most of whom he had appointed. 

Awaiting (breathlessly) responses from any or all 

Editor’s Note: By submitting class log information 

and photos to The Stevens Indicator, you acknowl-

edge that they may be reproduced wholly or in part in 

the printed magazine, published in the online version 

of The Stevens Indicator, and/or shared via Stevens 

Alumni Association and/or institutional social media 

channels/webpages.

’46January 12, 2023 — In the last issue 

of our class log (Fall 2022), we 

featured a photo of the newly mint-

ed 11th great-grandchild of our classmate, David 
Jaroff. A panoramic print of the gathering of the 

clan attending David’s 98th birthday last June 

had been “editorially excised” from the log due 

(understandably) to space considerations (but we 

hope it might be restored for this issue).

Sadly, we now have to report that our veteran, 

engineer, inventor and entrepreneur died on 

Friday, November 25, 2022. In excellent health 

until his last few years, he passed of old age at his 

home in Chappaqua, New York, at 98. He grew up 

in Flatbush, Brooklyn, as part of a large Rus-

sian-American Jewish family. David’s adulthood 

began with the outbreak of World War II. As a 

17-year-old engineering student at Stevens, he 

enlisted in the Naval Reserve’s V-12 officer train-

ing program, went on to midshipman’s school, 

where he was commissioned, and prepared for 

the invasion of Japan. David was first assigned to 

Naval Base Subic Bay in the Philippines where, at 

20 years old, he was senior shore patrol officer re-

sponsible for keeping order at the base. After the 

bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, he served 

on a minesweeper. Returning to the U.S., he used 

the GI Bill to finish his education, completing a 

master’s degree in engineering. He then started 

his own company, Techmation, to engineer cus-

tom machinery. He eventually sold his company 

to Coca-Cola. 

He married Gail Lawrence Bonn (who survives 

of you; age is no excuse. There’s still snail mail; 

a postcard will do (before the rate jumps to 48 

cents). — A. Richard Boera, Allen Harbor, Apt. 27, 
South Burlington, Vermont 05403; (802) 495-
5815; arbjlb@comcast.net

’50 January 2023 — Editor’s Note:  

The Stevens Indicator staff was 

saddened to learn of the passing 

of Stevens stalwart and longtime Stevens Alumni 

Association leader Robert W. Bosse, who died 

on November 17, 2022. We extend our deepest 

sympathy to his family and his many friends.

Robert W. Bosse
Robert W. Bosse of Englewood Cliffs, New 

Jersey, a distinguished engineering executive and 

multiple patent holder who was also a longtime 

Stevens supporter and volunteer in his communi-

ty, died on November 17, 2022. He was 94. 

Mr. Bosse served as president of Metfast 

Engineering Co., an Englewood Cliffs-based com-

pany that he founded in 1980 that manufactured 

machinery and component parts. Before founding 

Metfast, he spent 30 years with Groov-Pin Corp., 

a company that provided engineered fasteners 

and components to U.S. manufacturers; he rose 

from chief engineer to vice president and director. 

A Licensed Professional Engineer, he held 12 U.S. 

patents and numerous related foreign patents. 

Mr. Bosse earned an M.B.A. from Fairleigh 

Dickinson University in 1975.

With his wife, Rose, he was a longtime, devot-

ed supporter of Stevens, where he was active in 

leadership and volunteer roles for many decades. 

He served on the university’s board of trustees; 

as president of the Stevens Alumni Association 

(SAA); president of his class; a member of the 

1 Stevens professors — with nicknames — 
of the 1940s, from left: Fuzzie, Uncle Ken, 
Frenchy. 2 Dick Boera '46 still wears his 
Stevens ring. 3 David Jaroff '46 and family at 
his 98th birthday in June 2022.

Class Logs

mailto:arbjlb@comcast.net


40   THE STEVENS INDICATOR

advisory committee of the Mechanical Engineer-

ing Department’s Machine Systems Group; a 

member of the Stevens Metropolitan Club; among 

many other activities. 

In 2014, Mr. Bosse received the Lifetime 

Service Award from Stevens and had previously 

received the Stevens Honor Award in 1993 for his 

outstanding professional achievements and the 

Stevens Alumni Award in 1985 for his volunteer 

service to Stevens, among other awards.

 A leader of professional, industrial and 

business organizations, Mr. Bosse served as 

past president of the Ridgefield (New Jersey) 

Manufacturers Association and past chair of the 

National Screw Machine Products Association. 

He was a member of the National Society of 

Professional Engineers, the American Society of 

Mechanical Engineers and the American Society 

for Metals.

A devoted community volunteer, Mr. Bosse 

had served on the board of directors of Welkind 

Rehabilitation Hospital, which specialized in treat-

ing young patients with multiple sclerosis and is 

now part of the Kessler Institute for Rehabilitation 

in Chester, New Jersey. He was an elder and trea-

surer of Zion Lutheran Church in Maywood, New 

Jersey, for more than 20 years. 

Mr. Bosse was predeceased by his beloved 

wife of 58 years, Rose, in 2016. Surviving are 

two nephews, Christopher Bickel and Matthew 

Bickel; a niece, Denise Bickel; and a cousin, Ann 

Newton. —The Stevens Indicator; alumni-log@
stevens.edu

’51January 18, 2023 — Messages in 

recent ’51 Class Logs have inspired 

Wyn Oetken to send this most-wel-

come message. He wrote: “I continuously receive 

and read The Stevens Indicator but have never 

responded until now. I started Stevens in 1945 

and attended surveying camp in Johnsonburg. I 

was then drafted into the Army and spent time 

at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. I then returned to Stevens, 

graduated in 1951 with a commission in the Air 

Force and ended up in the Air Defense Command 

in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

“After returning from the Air Force in 1955, 

I headed west and got a job at AiRResearch 

Manufacturing Company, a division of Garrett 

Corp., in Los Angeles. I stayed with the company 

for 36 years and then retired. I traveled the world, 

including Alaska, Europe, China, Mexico and 

South America. I currently live in St. George, Utah.

“I bought a condo in Sun Valley, Idaho, in 1956 

where I enjoy skiing and ice skating. Summer 

in 1944. He served honorably as a motorcycle 

escort squad corporal before graduating from 

Stevens. 

He met the love of his life, Joan Slattery, during 

a cruise to Bermuda, and they married in 1953. 

Alan and Joan started their life together in Prairie 

Village, Kansas. They were blessed with twin 

daughters, Mary Joan and Kathleen; a daughter, 

Patricia; and sons Robert and Andrew. Alan and 

his family settled on the Jersey Shore, where they 

lived happily for 25 years.

Alan enjoyed a long and successful career, 

primarily with Union Carbide Corp. as a product 

manager and regional sales manager. After Alan 

retired, the couple moved to Amelia Island, 

Florida, where he enjoyed fishing and golfing. His 

dedication to service led him to start a long asso-

ciation with Habitat for Humanity. He also started 

a successful recycling business as part of his 

dedication to the environment and sustainability.

Alan served on the board of the Amelia Planta-

tion Chapel. He was active as a building manager 

and was a key member of the team that provided 

streaming services to the congregation. His family 

said that his life was guided by his unwavering 

faith. In 2019, the Rotary Club of Fernandina 

Beach named Alan as one of its Volunteers of the 

Year for his work with the Boys & Girls Club of 

Nassau County Foundation. 

Alan was preceded in death by his loving wife 

of 68 years, Joan. He is survived by and will be 

missed by his five devoted children and their 

spouses; his six beloved grandchildren; four thriv-

ing great-grandchildren: and a grateful Amelia 

Island community. — Charles Wetter, 817-348-
0509; charleswetter@yahoo.com

activities are also a favorite. I purchased a Piper 

Comanche (single engine, retractable) in 1956, 

and I have flown to the Bahamas, to New Jersey 

from California, and to most western states.

“My entertainment enjoyment remains pri-

marily classical. I love opera, ballet and Broadway 

shows. I also still play golf, but I finally gave up 

tennis. At Stevens I was involved in gymnastics 

and performed at basketball intermissions.

“When I started at Stevens, I commuted daily 

from Clifton, New Jersey, via the Erie Lackawanna 

Railroad, the Hudson Tubes from Jersey City to 

Hoboken, and then the walk up River Street. Later, 

I got an apartment on River Street, then a room at 

Palmer Hall and later at Jacobus Hall. The various 

roommates that I had have all passed away. I 

turned 95 last July and am in good health. Note 

to Charley: I enjoy reading your articles in The 

Indicator and wish you good health. Erwin (Wyn) 

Oetken”

Personal Note No. 1: When Arlene and I 

relocated to Fort Worth, Texas, in 2009, we had 

no idea that we were moving into a college town. 

But 2022 really changed that perspective with the 

success of Texas Christian University’s football 

season in the Big 12 Conference. Maroon-and-or-

ange college flags and banners were replaced 

everywhere with TCU’s purple, leading up to the 

national title game against Georgia. Although the 

final score (65-7) was devastating, TCU earned 

the right to be on the field vying for the national 

title. However, Georgia easily proved its right to 

be national champion.

Personal Note No. 2: Mega sympathy to the 

family of Alan Donaldson, who died last De-

cember. I remember Alan as the first to express 

appreciation on behalf of our classmates for the 

return of the ’51 Class Log four Indicators ago, after 

an absence of several years.

Personal Note No. 3: I hope that our ’51 Class 

Log continues, but input from our surviving 

classmates is vital. Publication has been reduced 

to just two issues a year for the print and digital 

formats, and I opted to have class logs continue 

in both. 

Below is an obituary for Alan, based on a piece 

that ran in the News-Leader newspaper of Fernan-

dina Beach, Florida.

Alan E. Donaldson
Alan E. Donaldson passed away peacefully 

in his sleep, surrounded by his loving family, on 

December 5, 2022.  Born in Morristown, New 

Jersey, Alan graduated from Seton Hall Prepara-

tory School before enlisting in the Army Air Force 

Bob Bosse ’50, with his wife, Rose. Bob, a  
longtime Stevens benefactor and alumni  
leader, passed away in November 2022.

mailto:charleswetter@yahoo.com
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’52December 2022— Former longtime 

class secretary Bob Wolf shared 

some updates with The Indicator 

staff. He had recently enjoyed a phone conversation 

with Carl Birkevaag, who is living on the coast of 

North Carolina. He also spoke with classmate Bob 
Mahran, a longtime resident of Monroe, New York.

Bob also remembered the Lydecker brothers, 

both from the Class of 1951 and who both passed 

away in 2022. The Lydeckers hailed from Bob’s 

own hometown of Maywood, New Jersey. Leigh 
Lydecker was a World War II veteran, and Gerrit 
was his younger brother by four years. Theirs was 

a true Stevens legacy family! Their father Leigh, 

was Stevens Class of 1902, and Leigh 51’s son, 

Leigh, is a member of the Class of 1979. They also 

have cousins and uncles who attended Stevens. 

The Lydecker family home in Maywood was built 

in Revolutionary War times, per Bob.

Bob also remembered two fellow alumni who 

have passed away in recent years: Jim Dillon, 

who loved music, and Hans Kulleseid ’53, a great 

All-American soccer player at Stevens and a 

member of the Stevens Athletic Hall of Fame. 

Bob also shared that his sons Jeff and Steve 

both went on to earn Ph.D.s — Jeff from Notre 

Dame and Steve from Purdue. Jeff is a plant 

manager with a Houston startup that focuses 

on the plastics industry. Steve is a professor of 

chemistry at Indiana State University. Jeff has two 

sons — Bob’s beloved grandsons. — The Stevens 
Indicator; alumni-log@stevens.edu

’53September 26, 2022 — Editor’s Note: 

Roger A. Young shared this look back 

— and other reflections — in late 

September 2022.

“As I recently celebrated my 90th year on this 

planet and with the upcoming 70th anniversary of 

the Class of 1953, I find myself reflecting on my 

almost-lifelong association with both Hoboken 

and Stevens Institute of Technology. I believe 

my history will reveal a uniqueness that no other 

student of Stevens could have had, given the 

circumstances surrounding my 90 years of life.

“I was born in New York City on September 24, 

1932, in the middle of The Great Depression. My 

parents moved from Brooklyn to Hoboken, where 

my German immigrant grandmother (née Meta 

Rademacher) had married a local policeman, 

John Behnken, a son of German immigrants. My 

grandparents owned an apartment house at 1115 

Washington Street, where they lived and raised 

my mother (née Charlotte Behnken) and my 

uncle, John Behnken. 

“By 1935, my parents John and Charlotte 

Young had relocated from Brooklyn to Hoboken 

and moved from 1206 Hudson Street to 600 River 

Terrace. We lived on the fourth floor, and it was 

directly across from the Morton chemistry build-

ing on campus. Over the following years, Stevens 

purchased 600 River Terrace and converted it 

into a student dormitory building. 

“I started pre-school on the Stevens Tech 

campus, with my classmates being the sons and 

daughters of professors. Some ‘notable’ names 

that I remember are: Peter and Barb Bornemann, 

Liz Creese, and Patricia and Barrett Hazeltine. My 

mother and father were friendly with many of the 

Stevens faculty community and even participated 

in activities with them, such as fencing, tennis and 

squash. In 1937, I started kindergarten at Stevens 

Hoboken Academy. This academy was founded 

by the Stevens family in 1874 to prepare students 

for engineering careers and was located at Fifth 

Street and Willow Avenue.

“Between 1938 and 1944. I spent many hours 

on the Stevens campus playing and using facilities 

such as the athletic fields, tennis and squash 

courts, and the pool in the gym building, along 

with my friends from the faculty families.

“In 1944, my mother got remarried to Stevens 

Professor Gustav G. Freygang, Class of 1909, 

whose family had a long association with Stevens 

Tech. Starting in the early 20th century, many of 

the Freygang family members went to and gradu-

ated from Stevens: brothers Gustav G. Freygang, 
Class of 1909, and Walter Freygang, Class 
of 1912, and Gustav Freygang ’35 and Walter 
Freygang ’46, their sons.

“I was honored to have Professor Gustav G. 

Freygang as both my stepfather and instructor 

at Stevens, as he devoted his life to teaching at 

Stevens. I would add at this point he was slightly 

disappointed with me when I only managed a B in 

Vibrations.

“I graduated from Stevens Hoboken Academy 

in 1949 and spent the next four years at Stevens 

Tech, graduating with the Class of 1953. I joined 

Delta Tau Delta fraternity and spent hours at the 

Delt house. These four years essentially ended my 

local association with both Hoboken and Stevens 

Institute. Over the following years, I returned only 

twice to Stevens, once for my 10th class reunion 

and again for my 50th class reunion. 

“To complete my 90-year-to-date saga, I 

would only add that after my mechanical engi-

neering degree from Stevens, I added an M.B.A. 

from Columbia and a master’s degree in engi-

neering management from Syracuse. I then spent 

two years in the U.S. Army, in Texas, married my 

Texas sweetheart (née Patricia Kathryn Long) 

and enjoyed a 30-year career with IBM, retiring 

in 1991.

“Kathy and I just celebrated our 65th wedding 

anniversary in May and have lived in Lexington, 

Kentucky, since 1974. Most of our extended 

family — two sons, three of four grandkids, and 

wives and partners — live and work here, while 

a granddaughter and her husband are in Chapel 

Hill, North Carolina.

“I conclude by extending my sincere con-

grats to all the administrators and alumni, past 

and present, who have had a hand in making 

Stevens the amazing university it is today. I have 

witnessed Stevens grow from a small college of 

1,000 undergrads, a very small graduate school, 

and limited on-campus housing, with the main 

campus 'uniqueness' being the gatehouse entry 

and the castle-on-the-hill, to what it is today: a 

top university with new educational facilities, 

an enhanced faculty, and worldwide students 

situated on a fantastic location overlooking 

New York City and the Hudson River. I know the 

Freygang family would be proud of how Stevens 

has evolved.” Sincerely Roger A. Young — The 
Stevens Indicator; alumni-log@stevens.edu

Don’t see your class log listed? Send an update to 
alumni-log@stevens.edu or call 201-216-5161.

Each spring during Alumni Weekend, 

the Stevens Old Guard — one of the 

university’s most vibrant alumni clubs — 

gathers to continue a much beloved and 

long-standing tradition.

 For those of you who don’t know, alumni 

who mark the 50th anniversary of their 

graduation from Stevens are honored at a 

pinning ceremony during the weekend and 

welcomed into the Old Guard. Club mem-

bership is open to those who have marked 

50 years or more since their graduation 

from our alma mater. Looking forward, we 

are planning more opportunities for the Old 

Guard to engage with the university and 

expand its national and international reach. 

Perhaps we might modernize the name as 

well! Please stay tuned.

For more information on the Stevens 

Old Guard, email alumni@stevens.edu.

SAA Update
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David Neu ’86 M.S. ’90 (wife Anne), 

Edward Neu and Carolyn Neu Sabo M.S. ’92 

(husband Eric) and grandparents of Molly Neu, 

Matthew Neu, Ryan Neu and Laura Sabo.

“Emil is remembered as a kind and generous 

man who loved his family, the community of Ma-

plewood and Stevens Institute of Technology,” his 

family said. His family will continue to support the 

Class of 1955 Scholarship Fund to support others 

in pursuing their dreams at Stevens.  — Richard 
S. Muller, 1519 Oxford St., Apt. H, Berkeley, 
California 94709-1542; 510-559-0866; muller@
berkeley.edu

’56  November 2022 — I have missed 

our class log not being in the 

mailings from the Stute. Hence 

when asked if I would volunteer to take on the job 

of writing the class log, I agreed. 

In my case, I retired in January 2016 after 

selling the business that I had founded, a plastic 

injection molding company. When I opened the 

company, I started with one molding machine, 

and over the years grew it to 50 machines, a com-

plete toolroom, an assembly department and a 

secondary operations department. Sold the busi-

ness to another larger molder out of the Miami 

Lakes region in South Florida. They transferred 

the commercial molding and secondary opera-

tions to the Miami Lakes plant. Then they trans-

ferred a commercial and military molding and 

assembly business to manufacture plastic buckles 

from another plant that needed expanded space 

and a facility upgrade. Both business sectors have 

continued to grow under their leadership. I leased 

the building to the new owners with an option to 

buy it in 10 years.

 Then in 2017, I took a short tour in Costa Rica 

with my sister-in-law, as both my brother and my 

wife of 55 years had passed on. To say the least, 

four months later, I sold my home in Florida and 

my 45-foot RV and moved to Costa Rica. Roads 

there are too small for me to drive something  

that big. 

You may question — why Costa Rica? The 

weather is near-perfect, with the temperature 

being between 65 and 85 degrees every day. I 

can comfortably live without air conditioning. I do 

watch out for exposure to the sun, but that is an 

easy task. In Costa Rica there are two seasons. 

One is the dry season, from December until April, 

when if we get any rain, it is an extra gift. The 

other is the rainy season, when it rains for an hour 

or two and then the sun comes out. 

The government is stable and did away with 

the Army several years ago. The money was 

then invested in the educational and healthcare 

systems and now the country enjoys a literacy 

rate above 95 percent. It is a stable government 

without the many problems that other Central 

American countries seem to have. The language 

is Spanish, but due to tourism and the number 

of English-speaking residents, one can get most 

things done with Google, sign language and the 

English-speaking employees in the stores. A lot 

of the food is fresh, and we also grow bananas, 

pineapples and other items we enjoy. Since the 

economy is driven by agriculture and tourism, it is 

depressed, and wages are, for the most part, low. 

Many things can be accomplished from people 

who charge less than $3.00 an hour. Hence, 

many things are done by hand rather than using 

machinery. It takes a while to see them unload 

construction materials by hand or cut the grass 

on the roadside with weed whackers (string trim-

mers) rather than with big machines. This helps 

keep the people employed.

Housing varies from a sheet metal shed to 

some very high-class housing. I live in the central 

valley about 30 minutes from the San Jose airport 

in an agricultural subdivision. There are several 

basic types of areas one can live in: a city, the 

countryside, an agricultural subdivision or a 

condo subdivision. The difference between the 

two types of subdivisions is what you can do 

with the land, the requirements to establish the 

subdivision and the ease of obtaining the approval 

for either. The agriculture subdivision has the 

more relaxed requirements. Compared to the 

recent values for real estate in Florida, housing is 

cheap.

The country is basically formed from 

volcanoes, so the hillsides are steep and not in 

’55Fall 2022 — (Editor’s Note: Stevens 

Professor Emeritus and Class of ’55 

President Emil Neu M.S. ’57 passed 

away on March 20, 2022. The Indicator staff extends 

its deepest sympathy to his family and his many 

friends.)

Emil Neu
Stevens Professor Emeritus Emil Neu ’55, M.S. 

’57, a distinguished educator, researcher and a 

dedicated Stevens alumnus and benefactor who 

devoted close to 70 years of service to the univer-

sity, passed away peacefully on March 20, 2022, 

at the age of 88.

Dr. Neu was a longtime professor at Stevens, 

where he began working as a teaching assis-

tant while earning his master’s degree in electrical 

engineering. He rose from instructor to assistant 

professor to associate professor, full professor 

and department director. His other leadership 

roles included serving as secretary of the faculty 

for 20 years, coordinator of graduate advising 

and chairman of the General Convocations 

Committee.

A highly accomplished researcher, Dr. Neu 

directed the UNIX Laboratory at Stevens and 

the Personal Computer Assistance Program. He 

received grants from NASA and the National 

Science Foundation for his research and authored 

numerous technical papers. Dr. Neu earned his 

doctorate  in engineering science and electrical 

engineering from New Jersey Institute of Technol-

ogy in 1966.

He was a senior life member of the Institute of 

Electrical and Electronics Engineers, the  Amer-

ican Society for Engineering Education and the 

Sigma Xi research society.

Dr. Neu was encouraged by a priest at Stevens 

to join the Newman Club where he ended up 

serving as president and then meeting his wife of 

58 years, Patricia.  Emil and Patricia were fervent 

supporters of Stevens. Dr. Neu also served as 

class president, as a member of his class reunion 

committee and, for nine years, as chair of the 

Stevens Old Guard Club.

Emil and Patricia were longtime members of 

Our Lady of Sorrows Roman Catholic Church in 

South Orange and residents of Maplewood, New 

Jersey. Patricia, also an educator, started the 

speech program in Milburn, New Jersey.

Dr. Neu enjoyed travel, especially to New En-

gland to see his grandchildren; cruising on small 

ships; golf; and vacationing at Highland Lakes, 

New Jersey, where he would sail his catamaran.

 Emil and Patricia were the devoted parents of 

Stevens Professor Emil Neu ’55, who passed 
away in 2022, is honored in the ’55 log.
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straight lines. The roads are curvy, with lots of 

very sharp turns and with up and down hills to 

travel over. Roads follow the hillsides, so there are 

few superhighways as we know them in the U.S.A. 

Travel times are much longer, as the average 

speeds on a trip are much lower than we are used 

to in the U.S. The highest speed limit I have seen 

is 100 kph or 60 mph, and the common ones are 

60 and 80 kph. Add to that the big trucks that 

cannot climb the steep hills and also go slowly 

down, so they don’t have a braking problem at the 

bottom of the hill. A border run from the center of 

the country can easily be a six-hour trip over only 

a 150-mile distance.

In summary, let me request that you send me 

your information, and I will attempt to incorporate 

it in our next letter. For some reason, there seems 

to be fewer of us that still have things going on 

in our lives to write about. If you have questions 

about life in Costa Rica, please ask and I will 

attempt to provide my commentary.

If you prefer, I have a Skype phone line so I can 

be a local call away, and there is always email. 

(Editor’s Note: The family of Robert Lissmann shared 

the sad news of his passing in late January 2023. )

“It is with a heavy sense of loss that we must 

share that Robert Lissmann Sr., Class of 1956, 

mechanical engineering with honors, passed away 

on January 27, 2023, in Charleston,  

South Carolina.

“His wife, Antonia, son Robert, Jr., and his 

daughters Christina and Pamela, have always 

marveled at their father’s love for Stevens.  His 

Stevens education propelled him and his family to 

travel the world for over 40 years, from Paris to 

Amsterdam to Brussels, Los Angeles and back to 

New York City. 

“We have lost a dear family member, and Ste-

vens has lost a global champion of its educational 

beliefs and success.  God speed, Bob!” — Edward 
F. Venner, 111 Roca Verde Atenas, Alajuela, Cosa 
Rica 20501; 727-204-6681; ed@rennev.com

’57December 18, 2022 — At last, one of 

our mates has submitted a photo 

and a letter that I can use to show 

you how easy it is. Any news is welcome news.

Ron DeFusco writes from California to say: 

“We hope all of you are well and were able to 

avoid the dreadful COVID virus. Janet and I are 

doing well and have managed to adjust to this 

new way of life with its restrictions and limita-

tions, as well as our own limitations as we age.

“Thankfully, because of COVID, as with last year, 

we can watch Mass daily on TV whenever we are 

able. Zoom enabled us to participate in senior cen-

ter music programs. We also renewed our annual 

passes to Knott’s Berry Farm and spent many visits 

there this year. The most enjoyable ones were those 

when joined by our family.

“As the year progressed, conditions improved 

and we were able to return to Mass at church  

and join with our choirs, Ron with both 8:30 a.m. 

and 10:00 am Mass and Janet with 8:30 a.m.  

In October, we resumed our cruise sailing with  

a seven-day Pacific coastal cruise for the first 

time since the start of the pandemic. Our two  

little great-granddaughters, Ellis, age 5, and 

Wren, age 2, continue to grow and amaze us  

with their ability to learn and understand. They 

fill us with joy and keep us young at heart. Their  

parents, Kevin and Brandy, are doing well and 

keep busy with work and with all the activities 

of their girls. Not to mention their latest dog, a 

Poodle named Noodle.

“Our oldest son, Russ, continues to enjoy 

retirement and spends his time hunting and fishing 

and on his hobby — photography. His wife, Donna, 

keeps busy with quilting, ice skating and her 

newest hobby — flying. She soloed this year! Our 

middle daughter, Laurie, is doing well; she often 

babysits Ellis and Wren. She thoroughly enjoys it! 

Our youngest daughter Nancy continues to take 

in stray cats and nurtures them until they are well, 

then finds them permanent homes. Ron De Fusco”

So, how about you sending a photo and/or 

letter about you, your successful children or your 

brilliant grandchildren for the next Indicator?

On a less-cheerful note, the number of class-

mates is now down to 83 verses 170 who graduat-

ed in ’57 (per the last printed Alumni Directory). 

But, on a cheerful note, our Class of 1957 En-

dowed Scholarship, since 2006, has provided 38 

scholarships totaling $327,582 to 27 undergrad-

uates. Here is a list of students who have been 

awarded a Class of 1957 Scholarship in recent 

years: 

Year	 Name	 Major	 Award Year

22-23	 Denise Criollo-Quille	 Chemical Eng.	 Jr.

22-2	 Michael Compagnino	 Electrical Eng.	 Sr.

22-23	 Piotr Zelazny	 Electrical Eng.	 Sr.	

21-22	 Dennise Criollo-Quille	 Chemical Eng.	 So.

21-22	 Michael Compagnino	 Electrical Eng.	 Jr.

21-22	 Piotr Zelazny	 Electrical Eng.	 Jr. 

20-21	 Matthew Noga	 Comp Eng.	 Sr.

20-21	 Robert Luque	 Eng. Undecided	 So.

19-20	 Haren Ramani	 Mech Eng.	 Sr.

19-20	 Matthew Noga	 Comp Eng.	 Jr.

18-19	 Haren Ramani	 Mech Eng.	 Jr.

18-19	 Matthew Noga	 Comp Eng.	 So.

17-18	 Haren Ramani	 Mech Eng.	 So.

17-18	 Claire Szipszky	 Biomedical Eng.	 So.

If you want to increase our good work through 

an outright donation and/or plan a bequest to 

support the Class of 1957 Endowed Scholarship, 

call 201-216-8967 or send an email to michael.

governor@stevens.edu for details. — Ken  
DeGraw; kjdsr@optonline.net

’58January 18, 2023 — Hey ’58 

Class, Belated Happy New 

Year’s greetings! Hope things 

are well with you all! 

I haven’t been exactly swamped with notes 

from our class. I did get notes from Rich Smolen, 

Nels Gravenstede and Rich Harries. Rich Smolen 

lives about five miles from Stevens’ old, 338-

acre Johnsonburg Surveying Camp, on which we 

traipsed over the summer almost 65 years ago. 

He revisited the “bucolic” site recently and was 

very warmly received. Recall that we were the last 

class to use the facility before it was purchased 

by the Presbyterian Church. They are still going 

strong; it operates year-round as a “Camp and 

Retreat Center.” Rich says, “The 20 cabins are still 

in use with the insect screens still affixed to the 

upper walls. The hinged flop-down shutters still 

remain.” He recalls that “Most of our cabin slept 

in our sweats to stay warm.” All good memories 

of a trip down memory lane!

Audrey and Nels Gravenstede are enjoying 

their days at their Newton, New Jersey, home. 

Nels sent me his usual year-end holiday letter. 

They are still busy with house, family and com-

munity activities, and hanging in well.
Ron and Janet Fusco ’57 check in from California.
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Rich Harries and I have been discussing possi-

ble arrangements for our 65th Class Reunion this 

year. Wow! Would you believe! It would be great 

to have a strong turnout and see the amazing 

changes. Rich has a fantastic collection of memo-

rabilia from past reunions which we’re reviewing 

for ideas…. including lots of great pictures of very 

young-looking classmates. 

Bob Walker, Biff Ficken and I also talked to 

Stevens staff via Zoom. If Stevens follows last 

year, we’ll be invited to an Old Guard Luncheon on 

Friday, June 2, to start the weekend, followed by 

various tours of the new Harries Residential Tow-

er, the new University Center Complex (UCC), 

campus and Hoboken. There’s been a lot of amaz-

ing changes/improvements. On Friday evening, 

a class dinner would be scheduled with possible 

stay-overs in the UCC, which is home to the Har-

ries Tower, and fabulous views of New York City. 

I’m thinking we would also gather on Saturday 

late morning to hear President Farvardin’s State 

of Stevens talk, before attending a campus BBQ, 

and afterward, doing some additional activities 

such as touring of the campus, labs, fraternities, 

etc., concluding with more celebrations in the 

evening. That’s quite a lineup, ending with brunch 

on Sunday! 

We’ve already lost quite a few of our class-

mates, and we’re all somewhat compromised 

from our heady young days as undergrads at the 

Stute, so this may be one of our last big reunions. 

It will be really great catching up with longtime 

friends about where we are in our retired life!

To do the planning, I would like very much to 

hear back from you all on whether you have any 

questions, are thinking about attending, and/or 

have any other ideas regarding the reunion. You 

can easily respond using my email or phone, as 

soon as you can. You can always change plans if 

necessary. I look forward to hearing from and see-

eventually with Pacific Western Airlines and be-

came their senior test pilot. I have a lot of stories if 

anyone wants to listen.”

Finally, here are some thoughtful reflections 

from my good friend John “Slats” Slattery ’60, 
with whom I enjoyed a recent and wonderful 

phone conversation. 

“This evening, I was chatting with my girlfriend  

Nancy at our kitchen table when my phone dis-

played a call from my dear friend George Pezold.  

It was a cold and dreary evening on the north 

coast of Massachusetts, and I was delighted to 

think of the many topics which I knew were to be 

our conversation which was to follow.  As I have 

many times in the past, I answered the call, and 

we immediately showered each other with the 

first thoughts coming to mind about our health, 

family and then lapsed into reminiscences of our 

first meeting on campus in 1955.

 “I continue to enjoy these moments after 

68 years of intermittent contacts with George 

via telephone and occasional visits. This time, 

it occurred to me this was a conversation with 

deeper and warmer thoughts than those from 

preceding talks. Why is that?  After our one-hour-

plus conversation with topics ranging from our 

first meeting at Reed House to the activities of 

our children and grandchildren, we discovered 

ourselves once again sorting through our memo-

ries of classmates, sharing fragments of facts and 

rumors, each of us trying to construct a complete 

picture of where each mate is likely to be and their 

circumstances. Many times, we wondered if each 

of them for whom we didn’t have current infor-

mation was still with us.  This is always a difficult 

point in our exchanges, and it seems to remain so.  

“The bright moments are so much appreciated, 

as we share some of the extraordinary challenges 

our children and our families have faced.  I am 

always delighted to hear George update me on 

the progress of his granddaughter Stella, who is 

now at NYU  pursuing an academic degree while 

completing a classical ballet dance degree as well. 

His voice ‘sings’ as he relates her progress to me, 

a combination of pride and profound love.   

“We continued tracking mates who we both 

admired very much and regretted not being closer 

to over the intervening years, John DePilis ’58 for 

one.  I talked with John about eight years ago after 

he retired from the University of California-Riv-

erside.  He went on to publish at least four books 

on math and physics that included much of his 

artistic ability as explanatory material. 

“Francis ‘Pete’ Lewis also was a strong memory 

for both of us; George met with him in the San 

ing you guys soon. — Bob Fiocco, 5120 Fellowship 
Rd, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920; 908-660-9038; 
bobfio83@gmail.com

’59Oct. 24, 2022 — Leo Collins 

shared a touching remembrance 

of our classmate, class leader 

and friend Bill West, who sadly passed away on 

September 20, 2022.

“I was very saddened to learn of the passing 

of our classmate, Bill West,” Leo writes. “Bill led a 

remarkable life, growing a very loving family and 

building a successful business in his field of met-

allurgy. He was very active in his community and 

church, giving much of his time and support to all.

“He left a great mark on the Class of ’59. His 

many efforts in reaching out to the class in build-

ing our scholarship fund allowed us to establish 

viability and value to the fund, which today is 

providing support to many Stevens scholars. Bill’s 

legacy will be a big part of that very fine achieve-

ment for our class.

“I shall miss my friend and extend my deepest 

sympathies to his family and all. Leo F. Collins” 

Joel Kuhlberg checked in. “Dear George and 

Leo, it’s about time I wrote. I worked for 38 years 

at Pratt & Whitney, mostly on engine controls. 

Notably, I led the team that designed and devel-

oped the full authority digital electronic control 

systems for commercial jet engines. It was a 10-

year effort that changed the technology for pretty 

much all the engine controls for the industry. The 

first airplane to use this technology was the B757 

in 1984. That was an incredible, rewarding career.

“After retiring in 1997, Gale and I moved to 

Vermont, bought some land and built our forever 

house in Londonderry. Living in Vermont has been 

a great experience, more than plenty to do, folks 

are very friendly and there are lots of transplants 

from lower states like us. I have developed my 

first love, woodworking, and built houses, home 

additions, cabinetry and furniture.

“I still have copies of all The Stute newspapers 

we worked on together. Do you think the school 

might want them? Hope all is well. Best wishes, 

Joel Kuhlberg.”

From George Gordon: “There has been a 

dearth of news from either of my classes. I en-

tered Stevens in 1948 with the Class of ’52, failed 

a few classes (like most of us), just as the Korean 

War came along, so lost my draft exemption, 

joined the Air Force, went to pilot training, joined 

the famed 509th Bomb Wing (the ones who 

dropped the first A bombs), came back to Stevens 

and graduated with the Class of ’59. Went to work 

Bob Fiocco ’58 and Helen Beglin attended 
the ribbon cutting for the University Center 
Complex at Stevens in May 2022.
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so, as you can guess, I’m old-fashioned. We could 

choose either a B.S. in engineering or a ME degree 

and everyone still seemed to succeed. I know 

technology has improved our lives in many ways, 

but I’m not sure that Steve Jobs or Bill Gates im-

proved the way we communicate, with everyone 

walking around with a smartphone.”  

Joe Kaminski was able to travel to Argentina 

for the first time since the pandemic for trout 

fishing in Patagonia (see photo). 

Finally, I heard from Bill Vanderslice, who’s 

enjoying retirement in St. Petersburg, Florida, 

and learned that we have something in common 

besides our Stevens degree: “Regarding your 

current residence — small world. When I was a 

youngster, my parents built a summer home on 

Channel Drive, across from what became Jack 

Baker’s Lobster Shanty. Adjacent to Baker’s was 

an empty lot that provided a sandy beach access 

to the Manasquan (still empty on Google Earth). 

My brothers and I were avid wave riders, and 

given the superior wave action on the Manasquan 

beaches when compared to Point Pleasant, swim-

ming across the Manasquan became a frequent 

event. Not recommended today due to increased 

boat traffic and speeds. I still have great memories 

of those times. Growing up as a saltwater rat, I 

have found residences on such. Waterfront in the 

summer in Port Clyde, Maine. Boca Ciega Bay 

in St. Petersburg, Florida — about a mile from 

the gulf.” We’re both beach bums! — Donald N. 
Merino. dnmerino2@gmail.com; John J. Dalton, 
jjdalton1@verizon.net

’62 January 25, 2023 — As I prepare 

our class log with 14 inches 

of fresh snow outside, I’m 

reminded of a year ago when we lost our class-

mate, my fraternity brother and friend, George 
Jurick, on January 25, 2022. I had spoken to him 

only a few weeks before, at which time he was 

looking forward to attending our 60th reunion. 

Subsequently, his son Gary both made a generous 

contribution in his dad’s memory and sent his final 

tribute to me, which is condensed here: “George 

was born in Jamaica, New York, grew up in the 

metropolitan area, and following graduation from 

Stevens, married Diane Anderson in 1963. They 

moved to Michigan in 1997. He was a mechanical 

engineer, holding positions at Sikorsky Aircraft and 

United Illuminating Company, and retired from 

Ford Motor company, Light Truck Division, in 1997, 

after 30 years of service. He served on the council 

of his church and held numerous memberships in 

sportsman’s clubs and outdoor activities, as well 

as Theta Xi fraternity. George enjoyed golf, boat-

ing, driving high-performance cars, motorcycling 

and target and skeet shooting. Diane predeceased 

him in 2005, and he is survived by his two sisters 

and three sons, Christopher, Gary and Glen and 

their families, including nine grandchildren, one 

great-grandchild and a number of nieces and 

nephews.”

I have received various updates from class-

mates, the first of which is from Alex McKen-
zie, who has been traveling the globe with the 

following update, “My update starts in the middle 

of August 2022, when Kathy and I spent three 

weeks on safari in Kenya and Tanzania. We saw 

the great migration of wildebeest and zebra, 

as well as a huge variety of other animals and 

birds. We returned to Sarasota, Florida, in No-

vember for a plethora of medical appointments 

and my 82nd birthday. Then, at the beginning of 

March, we will leave for three months in Italy: 

Naples (two weeks), Rome (two weeks), Florence 

(three weeks), and Venice (five weeks). We ex-

pect to be joined by Al Kiel and his wife, Pat, for a 

week in Naples and a week in Rome, followed by 

a few weeks in New England later this year.”

And this from Tony Mirabella, who said, “I 

am very disappointed to have missed our class 

reunion, but happy that all reports claim it to have 

been a great success. Two years ago, I left my idyl-

lic Florida life behind to move to Northern Georgia 

to be closer to my son and family. I do miss the 

fine weather and especially the sailing. Selling 

my 34-foot sailboat and reverting to landlubber 

status has been tough, but necessary.”  

Lastly, I heard from Tom Wong, who told me 

he and his wife had recently moved to Medfield, 

Massachusetts, to be closer to their son and fam-

ily. The house is smaller and needs some work, 

so Tom’s engineering skills no doubt will be put 

to work! He added that he thought Doris and Bob 

Francisco area a few years back.

“I have written about these exchanges because 

they impress me as being more important than 

in the past, and in the hope that it will keep our 

conversations continuing for a long time.

“While we all know F=MA, other thoughts de-

serve to be part of our history.  I encourage all of 

you to chronicle yours. Your dear friend, Slats.” — 
George C. Pezold, george.pezold@transportlaw.
com; Leo Collins, lfc27@aol.com 

’60January 23, 2023 — Don and I 

collaborated to produce this 

class log. He’s recovering from a 

hip replacement and hasn’t received any updates 

from classmates. Here’s Don’s report from 

the Cape: “As you may remember, we elected 

Richard Reeves as class secretary in 1960 when 

we graduated. I took over as class secretary 

about 50 years ago and have been doing it ever 

since. Dick and Doc Ardrey were my best men on 

December 26, 1960, when I was married on Cape 

Cod. Rosemarie and I retired to Cape Cod, and if 

anyone visits the Cape, please look us up. Also, 

if anyone reading this wants to restart a Stevens 

club on Cape Cod, feel free to send me an email. 

I did talk to Mike Danon right before he traveled 

to Europe. Mike attends the Stevens Metropolitan 

Club lunches on a regular basis. Please send me 

an email with any news.”

Frank Carr is a Facebook friend. His home on 

Fort Myers Beach, Florida, fell victim to Hurricane 

Ian — a total loss. He and Ann are in the process 

of rebuilding, 

I’ve been working with staff at Stevens to pro-

duce a complete and accurate class roster and, as 

a result, I’ve heard back from several classmates 

with updates. Art Bedder’s retired in Ringwood, 

New Jersey, and hopes to attend the Spring Old 

Guard Luncheon. Milt Ludwigson has moved to 

Norriton, Pennsylvania. 

Dave Teschner reported in from Bluffton, 

South Carolina: “I married Barbara the week after 

graduation and live in Sun City enjoying active 

and healthy (for 86-year-old) lives. Our grand-

daughter, Morgan Brophy, also graduated from 

Stevens and went on to Cornell for a master’s in 

the biomedical field. Our daughter and son both 

live within two hours of our home, and our home 

overflows with family for the holidays. 

“When I visited the campus a few years ago, I 

missed the Stevens we left in 1960 and wondered 

if we would enjoy what everyone calls progress 

with the new towers, 8,000 students (undergrad-

uate and graduate) and many different degrees 

Joe Kaminski ’60 proudly displays his catch  
of trout during a trip to Argentina.
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’63February 2023 — Hi, guys. Unfor-

tunately, this issue opens on a 

couple of sad notes. The first 

is that Paul Kilgus passed away on October 19, 

2022, in Green Tree, Pennsylvania, a suburb 

of Pittsburgh. I remember him as a fabulous 

first baseman with a great smile, and, from his 

obituary, his love of sports continued throughout 

his life. The second is that I got a note from Dick 
Magee about Bruce Boylan. Dick wrote, “I learned 

that our class president Bruce Boylan’s health 

continues to deteriorate. He moved to the West 

Coast this past August to live with his oldest 

daughter. Please keep him in your prayers.”

On to happier news… Charlie Perruzzi wrote 

that he recently celebrated his 81st (I can’t believe 

how old we are!! — NWS) and has grandkids: four 

future leaders of America and three boys. The 

oldest is 17-year-old Charlie lll, who was recently 

admitted to West Point’s Class of 2027, where 

he intends to study engineering. Also, Charlie re-

cently attended the Stevens Awards Gala, which 

honored Tom Moschello with the Lifetime Service 

Award. Tom still dedicates many service hours to 

Stevens.  

Then Carl Seelandi wrote that they’ve down-

sized by selling their home in Wyckoff, New 

Jersey, and their farms in Toms River and Man-

chester, New Jersey. He’s still living in Berkeley, 

New Jersey, and still fishing fluke four days a week 

from April to October. Carl completed 26 years 

of retirement and, more importantly, 58 years of 

marriage. Along those lines, John Zajac men-

tioned that they are still on Maryland’s eastern 

shore, where life is relatively quiet and enjoyable, 

especially since they are now great-grandparents. 

Art Dresner is still working with Duane Morris, 

but on a much-reduced schedule. He and Barbara 

recently sold their Manhattan apartment and 

moved to Boca Raton, Florida but will still be trav-

eling north in the summer to stay at their place 

in Westhampton, New York. Art also mentioned 

that there is quite a contingent of Stevens gradu-

ates in the Southeastern Florida area.

Norm Morrow is also moving, but for a less 

enjoyable reason. His wife, Bonnie, passed away 

and he’s planning on moving from Houston, 

where he’s been for 30 years, to Plano, Texas, to 

be closer to one of their daughters. He mentioned 

that he’s finally retired and is looking forward to 

traveling back to Hoboken for our 60th.

I think Mike Delevante is our class philoso-

pher, and some of what he recently wrote is: “I 

think I have said all I can about my life at Stevens 

in previous submissions. One thing I do know is 

Boey were still in Hong Kong, and that Bob had 

had a heart transplant. Should anyone know any 

more about the Boeys, please let me know.

Following last year’s successful 60th reunion, 

your class committee continues to remain active 

and committed to maintaining communication 

with classmates. In that regard, the university has 

decided to reduce the number of issues of The 

Stevens Indicator from three to two starting with 

this Spring/Summer issue. The Stevens Indicator is 

now also available to all in a digital format — see 

stevens.edu/indicator — and those who prefer to 

read it online only can contact The Indicator team 

or the Alumni Office.

Additionally, in the last fiscal year ending on 

June 30, 2022, thanks to the inspiring leadership 

of John Lupi, fund captain, our class came in sec-

ond in overall class participation, or nearly 54%, 

just a fraction of a point behind the Class of 1963, 

which resulted in an additional $1,000 bonus 

that was added to our endowment! This year we 

hope to make a turnaround and beat out ’63! Your 

help in this regard will be greatly appreciated, and 

know that your contribution to the Stevens Fund, 

the Class of 1962’s scholarship fund, the Greek 

challenges and various club and sports fundrais-

ing drives all count toward our class participation. 

Classmates who generously participated 

last year include: Augenstein, Blahut, Canfield, 
Capuano, Citarella, DeLuca, Derato, Eilertsen, 
Epstein, Giaimo, Giovannoli, Gross, Guastela, 
Kaugerts, Kent, Kimball, Kirchin, Kirschner, 
Kolcum, Kowenhoven, Kurzik, Kyriazis, Leichus, 
Lerman, Lidstrom, Lewandowski, Lupi, Martin, 
McKenzie, Mirabella, C. Mitchell, R. Mitchell, 
Oringer, Orth, Pearson, Peck, Pellet, Perrotta, 
Post, Rank, Rost, Sard, Shulman, Singlevich, 
Snowden, Spiridellis, Stupinski, Tirabassi,  
Tredinnick, Vallidis, Van Helden, Ward, Wong 

and Zupko.

We all should be proud that the Class of 1962’s 

Endowed Scholarship has benefitted so many stu-

dents over the years and will continue to make an 

impact for generations to come. In fact, just since 

2010 we have provided 23 scholarships to deserv-

ing students. Recipients of our class scholarships 

often mention how much the financial support 

has transformed their academic experience by 

allowing them to focus more fully on schoolwork 

and career-building. We respectfully call on you 

again to participate in the Fiscal 2023 fund drive 

that ends this June 30, 2023, knowing that your 

continuing loyal support truly creates a significant 

impact on the lives of our future leaders.  

— Philip B. Kimball, pbkim25@gmail.com

that things that worry me now are quite different 

from those that worried me before I had kids 

and grandkids, and I’m sure I am not alone in my 

fears. The world may not be that different; it is 

just that we hear every detail about terrible things 

that have become worse with the huge increase 

in the population… In Canada, where recreational 

marijuana is allowed, people have been advised 

to reduce alcohol intake to two drinks a week.  

To my knowledge, it does not specify the size of 

the drink.” 

He goes on to say that he’s hoping to be able 

to attend the 60th anniversary of our graduation, 

but, at his age, long-term planning is down to 

two weeks.   

Vinny Baldassari and his wife, Claire, live in 

Morris Plains, New Jersey, and he writes that they 

often say, ‘“When did we get so old?’ But our nine 

grandchildren are keeping us feeling young. The 

older four are done with school and living at home 

with their parents. The fifth one is spending her 

junior year at Oxford University. The next three 

are in high school, and the last one is in junior high. 

Eight live within four miles of us, and the ninth lives 

in Hoboken. In the summer months, they tend to 

spend time with us at our shore house, and we 

look forward to that time as well.”

More from Dick Magee. He and Tom Moschel-

lo have been working on plans for our 60th and his 

note said, “Thanks to all who responded to our 

survey. The results are as follows: 36 responses 

from 105 surveys mailed — an excellent response. 

Twenty indicated interest in definitely attending, 

seven possibly and five maybe. Sixteen responded 

that they would definitely not attend. Interest in 

attending remotely — e.g., Zoom — was light (five 

total: two who indicated that they definitely would 

not be attending in person, three who indicated 

that they liked this option even if they were in 

attendance). We will continue to explore this as 

an option.

“Tom and I were pleased to have five class-

mates volunteering to serve on a reunion planning 

committee and seven offering to reach out to 

classmates and encourage them to attend. As an 

added bonus, Roy Olsen has arranged to have a 

presentation on the construction challenges of 

the recently opened, beautiful University Center 

Complex. Stay tuned for special updates for our 

60th reunion as plans crystallize.”

Thank you to everyone who responded. There 

is a limit on the word count of the log, and I 

owe apologies to all of you for my unauthorized 

editing and to Robert McGinn for not including his 

letter. (It’ll be in the next issue.) Carol and I are 

mailto:pbkim25@gmail.com
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doing OK, except for too many doctor visits. My 

engineering is down to about a day/week but, like 

many of you, volunteer activities keep me busy, 

and I’m ski patrolling tomorrow! — Nev Sachs, 
nevsachseng@gmail.com

’64 January 24, 2023 — Dear Class 

of ’64: Thank you all for re-

sponding to my “Cry for Help” 

e-mail. I received 14 responses. It was good to 

hear from all of you and to learn what you have 

been doing since graduation. I will get them all 

into this and future class logs as space permits. I 

will share them in the order I received them.

Russ Vanderbeck wrote: “I’ve been retired for 

24 years and live on the east end of Long Island 

in Greenport with my husband of 42 years. My 

career was in the medical industry, first with Bec-

ton Dickinson and then with Olympus endoscope 

division. This year I’ll be celebrating my 80th with 

a trip to Portugal.”

Rich Green wrote: “Hadn’t thought about my 

career in a while, but here goes: Fafnir Bearing 

company about six months as an engineer; Bendix 

Corp. about five years as an engineer; HO Penn 

Caterpillar dealer for 25 years as a sales rep; sales 

manager, VP, Marval Industries; plastic manufac-

turing, 17 years as VP of operations. I moved to 

Florida three years ago and am relaxing. Nothing 

exciting, just enjoying retirement.”

From Mike Kessler: “We last corresponded in 

February 2021 when you asked about our nasty 

Texas cold snap and COVID vaccinations. See 

below. Since then, we have had some challeng-

es. After our federal government said that the 

COVID pandemic was more or less under control 

with the vaccines (NOT TRUE), my wife Ann and 

I decided to go to Bradley Beach, New Jersey, in 

July 2021 for a family vacation. Terrible decision. I 

immediately came down with COVID and had to 

return home as quickly as possible. A few days 

after returning, we called 911 and I spent six days 

in the hospital with COVID double-pneumonia. It 

is now more than a year later, and I still have 

COVID-related side effects. Fortunately, Ann’s 

immune system kept her from getting sick. My 

immune system was compromised from a bout 

with lymphoma in 2014 that is now in remission 

after several months of chemotherapy. 

“But, enough with the challenges. Ann and I 

have been living in Sun City, Texas, since 2007. 

We are a 45-minute drive from Austin, where our 

two sons and our four grandkids live. Our oldest 

grandkid is 24 and our youngest is 12. Living in 

Sun City has been great. When we moved here, 

’65 January 27, 2023 — I’m writing this 

in mid-January for late spring 

publication, so the news may be 

a bit dated and my predictions not particularly 

accurate. COVID continues to mutate and spread 

at an alarming rate. 

Worldwide chaotic weather has added to the 

evidence of a looming climate crisis. Fortunately, 

there are hundreds of innovations designed to 

mitigate it. This year has seen an explosion in AI 

technologies; most amazing is ChatGPT. I’ll bet it 

can write a killer Blue Book! 

Tom Trainor, wrote: “Alive, doing pretty well 

and ambulatory thanks to western medicine. 

Finally got COVID-19 at the end of September 

— terrible symptoms but no ER necessary, no 

doubt due to full inoculation status (hey, we’re 

scientists!). Paxlovid got me 50% better overnight 

into fourth day.”

Status Checks: In the future, please only re-

spond to my emails by clicking REPLY, not REPLY 
ALL; otherwise, it goes to everyone on the list. 

Jim Ostrander brought this to my attention and 

accused me of spamming. I can see how it looked 

that way.

Nick D’Agost’s reply was one of the best: “I’m 

going for 100!”

Dan Peck: “I’m OK. Getting ready for a March 

reunion of the Stevens Chi Phi fraternity in Houston. 

Anyone who has been a brother for 50 years is de-

clared a member of the Old Guard and is welcome 

to attend (including wives, partners, etc.). We get 

together for four days about every 18 months in a 

different city around the country. Al Bentley and I 

are hoping to see Ralph Nebeker, Bob Fillinich, Phil 
Rubin and Jack Spence this time.”

Alberto Lorenzoni spent the holidays with his 

daughter in Washington, D.C.

I discovered pickleball and enjoyed playing until 

2014. We have lots of friends and participated in 

many group games such as mah jongg, canasta, 

rummikub, poker. We went on multiple worldwide 

cruises with our friends, averaging one per year 

until COVID struck. We also visited family in New 

Jersey every summer. We were active in our local 

Sun City congregation, where I was webmaster 

for many years. I was our new neighborhood’s 

first block captain for eight years and am now 

webmaster for our Sun City neighborhood.

“I retired from the computer field in 2006 after 

a 40-year career. Ann retired from her special 

education/diagnostician career in 2004. My 

computer jobs took me to SUNY/Buffalo for sev-

en years, followed by Control Data in Rockville, 

Maryland, University Computing Company in 

Dallas and several consulting jobs thereafter. Ann 

and I experienced seven interesting winters living 

in Tonawanda, New York (where our sons were 

born), nine great years in Montgomery Village 

(MD) and really good times in Plano, Texas, from 

1985 to 2007.

“Currently, we are keeping a very low profile 

riding out the COVID pandemic. Our most 

frequent external activities are stimulated by 

doctors’ appointments and grocery needs. We 

eat out occasionally and try to avoid crowds as 

much as we can. I still wear a mandatory mask for 

doctor visits and wear one (at my doctor’s rec-

ommendation) when grocery shopping. My only 

risky situation is attending a weekly poker game 

with seven others, a game we have been holding 

since 2007.”

I also heard from Frank Holman traveling in 

Greece who plans to write when he has a chance, 

Alan Propper, who was ill, and Fred Zierold, who 

always stays in contact.

On the home front, back in October, the City  

of Bristol, Connecticut, suffered a tragic loss of 

two young police officers during a domestic  

response call. The outpouring of response has 

been fantastic and ongoing. Recently, I learned 

that the Stevens baseball team is coming here to 

play a Division III rival (Misericordia University) 

in a benefit game. The surviving officer who was 

also shot but was able to kill the perpetrator 

played baseball for Misericordia. Since Stevens 

does not get a lot of publicity here, I was amazed 

to learn this. As an ex-Stevens baseball player,  

I reached out to the coach as I may be the only 

Stevens supporter in the stands. While I work  

for the mayor and knew these police officers,  

my heart still resides in Hoboken. Stay Safe.  

— Harley G. Graime, hgraime@att.net

Don’t see your class log listed? Send an update to 
alumni-log@stevens.edu or call 201-216-5161.

Ray Korn ’64, center, and friends enjoying  
some gardening. Ray's update appeared 
in the Fall ’22 log.
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John Abom is going to Frank Semcer’s Stevens 

Florida alumni party on January 19.

Dave Yigdal and Ernie Rockwell are still working.

From Jim Kiel: “Everything OK here. I had 

a great 80th birthday last October, after which 

Eileen and I spent time in Cancun and on a cruise. 

I’m currently designing a disc golf course for 

our park in Mantua Township, New Jersey. I’ve 

been playing disc golf for over 10 years: it’s great 

exercise, a lot of fun and free. Construction should 

begin in May, with a grand opening in October.” 

Herb Shauger: “My wife, Roberta, and I are 

well physically, which is the good news. The bad 

news is that our beach here at Daytona Beach 

Shores in Florida was destroyed by hurricanes Ian 

and Nicole. The recovery period will be lengthy 

and costly.” 

Rich Youngstrom: “Richard Youngstrom Mo-

saics is doing well. Rich just had a knee replace-

ment, so isn’t moving around that well, but is 

happy to again have a solid leg.”

Gus Koven: “My wife and I are alive and 

kicking. Added a golden retriever puppy to our 

life with much excitement and work! Hope to 

head south to the Grenadines in the Caribbean 

sometime this month. Weather in New Jersey has 

led to colds and general fatigue!” 

Ken Madonia: “Spending January traveling 

around Pennsylvania and New Jersey visiting 

seven daughters and 31 grandchildren.” 

Tom Young: “All is well with Ann and me. 

We just arrived at our winter home in Fairhope, 

Alabama.” 

Rob Billman: “Alive and kicking! Mary Ellen and 

I are going on an Amazon cruise with Kathy and 

Joe Burke next week.” 

Bob Braine: “Still kicking sand in the faces of 

the handball guys in my age group and even those 

a few years younger. It all works out, though, as 

those players more than 10 years younger kick 

sand in my face. Wherever you go, there is always 

a bigger bully.” 

Dave Munson: “All is well here in Central 

Florida. My wife and I hope to do some travel-

ing this year, which will probably be in the U.S. 

Fortunately, we stayed clear of Hurricane Ian. We 

certainly don’t need another like that one! Thanks 

to Zoom, I’m able to keep in touch with a number 

of classmates. Several of my Chi Psi fraternity 

brothers are here in Florida. We’ll be getting 

together soon to reminisce about the good times 

we had at Tech!”

Missing Classmates: With two online search 

services, I’m pretty good at finding people, but 

lately a few emails have returned the deadly 

MAILER-DAEMON. Al Roosov has never been 

particularly communicative, but at least his email 

worked. Now, it doesn’t. I even tried contacting 

his daughter and, again, got MAILER-DAEMON 

on all the emails addresses I could find. If any of 

you have information, please let me know.

For Jake Moleta and Dave Hammond, their 

emails were also returned MAILER-DAEMON. Of 

course, as usual, there about 20 whose emails still 

work but they never respond.

My January 2022 Status Check showed 116 

classmates alive and well, and 21 (I believe) are 

alive but never respond. I can’t imagine how 

future class secretaries will cope with classes of 

1,000-plus! — Steve Cochran, 214-310-2773, 
Cochransm@aol.com

’66 January 30, 2023 — I received the 

following from Phil Brower, who 

wrote about several bucket list 

trips: “After our reunion last June, Cheryl and I 

traveled the Pacific Northwest in July. Starting 

with several days in Spokane, Washington, we 

drove through Moscow (Idaho) to Lewiston and 

across the Snake River to Clarkston, Washington, 

the starting point for two river cruises. First, a 

one-day jet boat ride through Hell’s Canyon. The 

next day began seven nights on the 'American 

Song' down to Richland, Washington, then on the 

Columbia River all the way to Astoria, Oregon, 

and back to Portland, Oregon. We had a fantastic 

Lewis and Clark-themed cruise with great histor-

ical presentations and musical entertainment. 

Side tours included Mt. St. Helens, Willamette 

Falls and Bonneville Dam. Cruised through six 

locks enroute.

“Prior to leaving for Singapore in mid-No-

vember, we had several visits with our older son, 

Paul, wife Sonia and our three oldest grandkids in 

Virginia and vice versa in New Jersey, where we 

gave the kids a week of state fairs and parks. 

“Daughter Laura joined us for a family reunion 

in early November as son Joel, wife Nicole, and 

our youngest grandkids came in from Singapore 

for several weeks. A few days later it was a 19-

hour flight to stay at Joel’s condo for almost three 

months. 

“Still in Singapore as of New Year’s Day. Stayed 

up to watch TV for the celebration and fireworks 

in Marina Bay 13 hours before the ball dropped 

in Times Square. Marina Bay is a fantastic area 

just off downtown, with a variety of restaurants 

and food stalls. Across the bay is the huge Sands 

Hotel with a casino, shopping mall, museum and 

gardens. 

“Joel’s condo building is next to pools, play-

grounds, a clubhouse, a BBQ patio, and bus stop. 

It’s about a 10-minute walk to a huge mall with 

many places to eat and a hilltop park overlooking 

the city. Also, just across the water is a resort 

island. Not too shabby, and we’re enjoying great 

family and vacation times! 

“More to come in the next edition on the rest 

of our trip, including 11 days in the Philippines. 

Wishing my classmates and families a Happy 

Healthy New Year, Phil.”

I also received an unexpected letter from Art 
Lifshey, who commented, “It’s your old North 

Dorm roommate. I have been reading your log in 

The Indicator for years. Anyhow, thanks for taking 

the job and keeping our classmates informed. I like 

your idea of doing a periodic Zoom meeting, and I 

would be interested in participating. I’m still living 

in New Jersey, and we have a sailboat in Barnegat 

Bay and have been retired for about 10 years.

“Like many of our classmates, I retired from 

full-time employment about 15 years ago and did 

consulting and some contract manufacturing for 

another 10 years. Now in full retirement, Joan and 

I spend a lot of time April-October on our sailboat 

in Barnegat Bay at the Jersey Shore. We have en-

joyed our current vessel, SH-BOOM SH-BOOM, 

for the past 22 years. It’s a 38-foot Irwin Center 

Cockpit Sloop. We have done some traveling on 

the East Coast but now mostly sail the bay and 

enjoy our second home on the water. Lately, we 

are also very involved in playing music: keyboard, 

drums, uke, guitar. We play and sing many of the 

good old songs I loved during my great years in 

the Stevens Glee Club. Other than that, we are 

trying to stay active and healthy and enjoying our 

grandchildren.”

Don’t see your class log listed? Send an update to 
alumni-log@stevens.edu or call 201-216-5161.

Richard Seeley ’66 and his wife, Beth, at  
Alumni Weekend 2022.
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I also received the following from Mike 
Kochamba: “It would be good to see you guys 

also, but we have moved from Charleston, South 

Carolina, and now live close to Nashville in a town 

called Spring Hill. We moved there two years ago 

to downsize and to be closer to our oldest son and 

his family. It has worked out well, even though 

we miss our friends in Charleston. In fact, we just 

got back from a visit there and try to get back a 

couple of times each year. I keep in touch with 

Dave St. Amand and Garry Deboer, but please 

keep in touch and let me know if you are ever in 

the Nashville area.”

And from Stan Cooper, I just received the 

following very interesting update: “I’m now in my 

57th year working at Johns Hopkins Applied Phys-

ics Laboratory in Maryland, previously known as 

the Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics 

Laboratory. After several years working just four 

days a week, I switched to a three-day-a-week 

status just this month. I had originally planned to 

stay just a couple of years to gain experience, but 

new opportunities kept opening up.  

“I’m in my third career at the lab, the last 25 

years as timekeeping system lead engineer for a 

number of (mostly deep space) missions. Have 

worked on some very interesting projects, such as 

New Horizons that flew past Pluto and Arrokoth; 

DART (Double Asteroid Redirection Test) 

that ‘pushed’ an asteroid; MESSENGER, which 

mapped the whole globe of Mercury; NEAR (Near 

Earth Asteroid Rendezvous) that became the first 

spacecraft to orbit an asteroid and then became 

the first spacecraft to land on an asteroid; and a 

few others. Like a number of my colleagues on 

New Horizons, I’ve even had an asteroid named 

after me. 

“Prior to that, I designed electronics for the 

GEOSAT-A and MSX spacecraft and for ground 

and shipboard use.  Before that, I wrote software, 

mainly for analysis for defense projects — my first 

work after Stevens.

“Our son is in graduate school at the University 

of Pittsburgh School of Social Work, after working 

several years in the field. Our daughter’s studies 

were interrupted by the pandemic, but she man-

aged to catch up and walk with her graduation 

class in 2021 and is now working in the theater 

industry. We’re very proud of both of them. My 

wife Barb is as active as ever and still working and 

very busy with her other activities.”

From my perspective and since last June, I’ve 

kept busy with the Community Singers of Lake 

Norman, Kairos Prison Ministry, Advent Lutheran 

Church and Cabarrus Rotary, all in North Carolina, 

to name a few. The State of North Carolina finally 

allowed Kairos International Prison Ministry to 

conduct an inside weekend retreat with 20 of 

their participants, after a 2½-year suspension due 

to COVID-19. It was great to play guitar again with 

the Kairos Prison Band. 

Carolyn and I spent a week this fall in Wil-

liamsburg, Virginia, with friends, and then hopped 

on a jet to celebrate my sister’s 80th birthday in 

Beach Haven, New Jersey, followed by another 

flight to Katy, Texas, to spend an early Christmas 

with our four Texas grandchildren and my son, 

David, and his wife, Nadine, and then on to Orr-

ville, Ohio, for a belated Christmas with our son, 

Kevin, and his wife, Melissa, and grandchildren, 

Ethan and Emma. Ethan will be graduating from 

Ohio State this May with an engineering degree 

and is already working for Morgan Stanley in the 

IT field. This spring, we’ll have to squeeze in our 

oldest son, Brian. He lives up in Western Massa-

chusetts. Our plans in 2023 include a river cruise 

in Europe, but we haven’t finalized the itinerary. 

I have some other 2023 plans but will include 

those in the next edition of The Indicator. As a side 

note, while I continue to repair damage from a 

hard-drive crash on my computer two years ago, 

I clicked on an unlabeled jpeg file today, which 

surprisingly turned out to be a photo from a 2004 

Stevens Alumni Day. Shown are Frank Ruhle, 

Peggy and Doug Brookbank, and Diane and Mike 

Kochamba. Who and what else will be revealed, 

as I continue to open and re-label several thou-

sand more documents? — Gerry W. Osborne, 
scandia44@windstream.net

’67February 8, 2023 — News comes 

from Gary Stein and myself and is, 

by coincidence, very similar news.

From Gary: “I celebrated Birthday 78 on 

Groundhog Day. I have added pickleball to my 

exercise program, but I still play racquetball 

twice a week. We are practicing our snorkeling 

in preparation for a vacation in Belize in March. 

For the first time in over 25 years, I connected 

with George Cornelius, my Stevens roommate, 

who lives in Connecticut, and we have exchanged 

emails. George and I were roommates for four 

years. He is also retired.”

And I can report connecting for the first time 

since May or June 1965 with my roommate from 

our sophomore year, Roger Amidon. We shared 

a room in the Sigma Nu house, having both 

been inducted into the fraternity in August or 

September 1964. Roger left Stevens and Sigma 

Nu after our sophomore year and disappeared, 

at least as far as his fraternity brothers and 

Sigma Nu are concerned. Every now and then, 

for years, I attempted to find him. The closest 

I came was the widow of another Roger W. 

Amidon, Jr., who was unaware that her husband 

had attended Stevens, which he did not. But 

her address matched one that Sigma Nu’s old, 

old archives reported. But the “wrong” Mrs. 

Roger W. Amidon, Jr. did inform me that she had 

met her husband when he was in his late 20s, 

so perhaps she did not know about his time at 

Stevens! Well, persistence paid off. I won’t tell 

you the rest of the story, but after many years of 

many paths, I did find him. And he actually lives 

a 90-minute drive from Richmond, where  

I live. Imagine that! All rather amazing. He and 

his wife, Lorri, and Melinda and I enjoyed a 

lengthy and tasty Chinese dinner in late October. 

— Jeffrey Seeman; jiseeman@yahoo.com

A memory of the Class of ’66 reunion in 2004. Pictured are Frank Ruhle, Doug and Peggy Brook-
bank and Mike and Diane Kochamba.
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’68January 26, 2023 — I’m writing this 

in January, and right now we 

are having one of our warmest 

Januarys since I’ve lived in Texas. Only a few days 

before Christmas, we had record cold for two days. 

The high on the first day was 14 degrees Fahren-

heit with a wind chill of 7 degrees Fahrenheit. The 

second day stayed below freezing but in the mid-

20s. Hopefully, that will be the last of our freezing 

weather for this winter. We and our houses don’t 

tolerate freezing weather very well. 

It is with sadness that I report the passing 

of one of our classmates: Frank Niemas Jr. I’m 

excerpting his obituary and our Senior Booklet. 

Frank was born on March 18, 1946, in Newark, 

New Jersey, and died in Orlando, Florida, on No-

vember 19, 2022. He was the son of Frank Sr. and 

Teresa Niemas and the younger brother of Terry.

Frank grew up in Hillside, New Jersey, and then 

went on to study at Stevens in 1964, was in the 

engineering discipline and majored in mechanical 

engineering. He joined the Chi Phi fraternity and, 

after freshman year, lived in the fraternity house. 

He was active in the Student Council Movie 

Committee, the Newman Club and inter-fraternity 

sports. When he graduated, he went to work for 

Martin Marietta, now known as Lockheed Martin, 

and worked for them for over 30 years.

Frank met the love of his life on Valentine’s Day 

on a blind date. Frank and Arline both knew im-

mediately that God had put them together. Frank 

used to say that it wasn’t by chance that they 

met, but rather that it was God that placed them 

together. Seven months later, they were engaged, 

and a year later, married. They were married for 

52 years. Just a side note: Arline and I went to 

Carteret High School together and, no, I did not 

set up the blind date. She was a year behind me.

In 1972, Frank and Arline made a life-changing 

decision to move to Orlando, where they raised their 

family and remained until his death. He was a me-

chanical engineer and worked on control systems 

for missiles. Frank was a devoted member of the 

Companions, a lay association of the Missionaries 

of the Precious Blood. He loved White Castle ham-

burgers, history, green Crème de menthe, the New 

York Mets and the Brooklyn Dodgers. 

Frank is survived by his wife, Arline; daughter 

Heather Niemas; daughter Jennifer Gilbert (hus-

band Scott); and five grandchildren.

I’m sure you’ll be seeing more of these obit-

uaries as time goes on. After all, we are in our 

“golden years.”

On a brighter note, I have an update on Jim 
Donnelly. He’s living in Lake Worth, Florida, and 

has a serious interest in pickleball. He is a U.S.A. 

Pickleball Ambassador, as well as an instructor 

at The Club at Ibis, Palm Beach Gardens, Florida. 

Pretty impressive! So, if you’re ever near Lake 

Worth or Palm Beach Gardens and need a pick-

leball lesson, look up Jim. Hopefully, he’s not too 

expensive, or he’ll give you a senior discount! Tell 

us more about yourself, Jim.

And now for a bit of Class of ’68 trivia.  

The only four classmates still working are as  

follows: Mike Golden, Michael Hollander,  
Walter Ulrich and Marty Valerio. Let me know  

if there are others.

Till the next log, have a wonderful summer and 

be safe! — Allen A. Foytlin, foytlin01@gmail.com

’69 January 29, 2023 — One of the 

most enjoyable experiences 

while creating our class log is 

reconnecting with our classmates after 50-plus 

years. Each of us has a fascinating story that 

begins after graduation. Here are three.

Joe Lishok sent the following story and photo 

of him and his wife, Mary. Congratulations to 

them both for celebrating 50 years of marriage 

this year. Joe began: “I think one common thread 

is that the careers of Steven grads are varied, 

complex and, perhaps, somewhat unexpected 

for engineering and science students. In my case, 

who would have thought concentrating on physics 

would have turned into a 43-year career in finan-

cial control, business process improvement and 

information technology areas? I found manage-

ment accounting and business process improve-

ment to be more enjoyable and a bit easier to do 

than quantum physics. 

“One of my first assignments was in Sharon, 

Pennsylvania, about 90 miles north of Pittsburgh. 

My good friend at the time was from Pittsburgh, 

and I was attending classes at the University of 

Pittsburgh at night, so I spent a lot of time there. 

That’s where I met my wife, Mary, and where I be-

came a Pittsburgh Steelers, Penguins and Pirates 

fan. Mary was an elementary school teacher until 

we had children of our own. 

“For the last 29 years, we have resided 

northeast of Atlanta. Coincidently, classmate 

John Strelitz lives nearby. We have three children 

and four grandsons. Our daughter, Stacey, lives 

in Montana. Our two sons, Matt and Tim, live 

in North Carolina and Alabama. As a result of 

driving me home from Tech one weekend, Ed 
Eichhorn is my brother-in-law. He married my 

sister!

“For years, I have been active at church as 

a lector, cantor and choir member. Recently, I 

have put my financial experience to use as the 

treasurer of our homeowner’s association. What 

began with officiating inter-fraternity touch foot-

ball turned into a 53-year career as a high school 

football official. After 45 years on the field, these 

days I am found in the press box operating the 

game clock and play clock or evaluating the 

officiating crew. Last year, I retired as the play 

clock operator for the University of Georgia after 

27 years.”

Bob Benazzi wished to share the following: 

“After 45 years at Jaros Baum & Bolles Consulting 

Engineers, designing some of the most notable 

buildings in the world, I retired as a senior partner 

and head of the Plumbing and Fire Protection 

Department. Although retired, I still do some 

consulting and serve as an expert witness in 

engineering court cases. Alice and I have been 

married for 52 years and moved from Long Island 

in 2012 to our new home in Leland, North Caro-

lina. We love the weather, people and Southern 

living. We are enjoying our time in the South, 

traveling, golfing, walking on the beach and being 

together. We recently traveled to the Greek 

Islands as well as the Holy Land and were moved 

to see the sights described in the Bible. We have 

a trip scheduled to Italy and Sicily this year as 

well. When not traveling or golfing, we also travel 

to see the grandkids. We are blessed to have 18 

grandchildren, the newest born this past week 

and the 19th due this March. As I look back on my 

career and life, I realize the big part that Stevens 

played. Without the Stevens education, I would 

not have had the successful career I enjoyed, not 

met the love of my life and not had the opportuni-

ty to learn the game of lacrosse, which I enjoyed 

and passed on to my five sons, who also played 

on the collegiate level.”

Don Silawsky’s story began back in North 

Volunteering with non-profit Medical Bridges, 
from left, were Frank Roberto ’76, Al Foytlin ’68 
and Dave Kamrath ’71, with Medical Bridges 
President/CEO Walter Ulrich ’68. See this  
issue's Grist from the Mill for more on Walter 
and Medical Bridges.

mailto:foytlin01@gmail.com
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Babylon High School on Long Island, New York. 

He discovered Stevens after his cousin applied 

the previous year. Don loved his life at Stevens, 

joining many extracurricular clubs and activities, 

including The Link yearbook staff, The Stute and 

the Stevens Sports Car Club. After graduation, 

Don decided to stay at Stevens to earn a master’s 

degree when Dr. Richard Hires offered him a 

job in the Ocean Engineering Department as a 

teaching assistant. The free tuition allowed Don 

to graduate with a master’s degree in ocean en-

gineering. One of his most unusual summer jobs 

was working near the North Pole measuring and 

recording oceanography aspects at prolonged 

freezing temperatures.

Don began a fascinating career working for 

the U.S. Navy (submarine acoustics) and the De-

partment of Energy. He also earned a law degree 

while working during the day and going to law 

school at night. He retired in 2013 and resides in 

Edgewater, Maryland.

Don’s love affair (carguymd@gmail.com) 

with fast cars began as an undergrad when he 

bought one of the first new 1968 2002 BMWs in 

the country. Of course, it was red! He has owned 

four Shelby Cobras and eight Ferraris so far. Near 

this class log, Don is pictured next to his 1969 

Ferrari. He also pondered: How many other grads 

have a car manufactured in 1969? — Russ Eitel, 
russ@eitelgroup.com; Ed Eichhorn, ed.eichhorn@
medilinkgroup.com; Gerry Crispin, gcrispin@
careerxroads.com

’70 January 27, 2023 — We previous-

ly advised that Jabe Latrell’s 

wife’s son, Jason, bought a bar 

in Key West, Florida, calling it Heroes’ Bar and 

Liberty Lounge. “JoAnn has been the motivation 

behind its operation and handles the day-to-

day business aspects of the bar,” Jabe writes. “I, 

being an engineer with four advanced degrees, 

am tasked with maintenance, building furniture, 

setting up monitoring systems and such. The bar 

theme is honoring our retired and active-duty 

military, as well as those who have sacrificed all. 

We also honor first responders:  

police, fire and EMTs. Those who wish to will 

bring a patch of the branch in which they  

served to display it at the bar. We currently have 

hundreds of patches displayed. With every patch, 

we take the donator’s photo and post it on  

Facebook with a short text.

“I also support Veterans Airlift Command by 

flying wounded warriors to their destinations. One 

Army veteran was severely injured by an IED, losing 

both his legs. I took him north to Bethesda, where 

he underwent osseointegration — i.e., inserting 

titanium posts into what was left of his femurs so 

he could attach prosthetic legs. I also flew Paula, 

the mother of Sergeant Ryan who was killed at the 

gates of the airport during the hurried withdrawal of 

troops from Afghanistan. She was a Veterans Day 

parade marshal. It’s what we can do to honor those 

who volunteered and sacrificed for us.” See pictures 

of both on page 52.

“In my spare time, I’ve created a small busi-

ness with a friend in which we design, develop 

and build electronic devices as IoTs (Internet of 

Things).  The focus on the maintenance of the 

airplane, the bar, my business and my charitable 

work has left little time for fishing.  July starts our 

summer vacation to the isles of Maine, then in the 

fall a tour of Europe and time under the Tuscan 

sun.” Jabe can be reached at jabeluttrell@att.net.

Pete Bourdelle informed us that, in the last log, 

“you got my email wrong; @fast.net no longer 

exists, I’m at pbourd@gmail.com. It’s ok, I get too 

much email anyway, lol.”

Now maybe you will send some more emails, Pete.

Charlie Roswell let us know, “My wife and 

I are living in Green Cove Springs, Florida. Our 

daughter and the two youngest of our four grand-

daughters live nearby. We have resided here for 

16 years.

“I’m in my fifth year working safety and security 

for the Clay County District Schools. I’m currently 

assigned to a junior high, 7th and 8th graders, with 

1,200 students on our campus. I mentor one strug-

gling student, who is trying to get on a better path. I 

also occasionally tutor students needing help in the 

math and science areas.”

Charlie provided a photo of him and a WW2 

bomber — two old warbirds. “It was taken at a local 

private airport having its 80th anniversary. This type 

of bomber was originally built in 1942 by the Army 

Air Corps to train WW2 pilots.”

On a sad note, Charlie later informed us that 

his wonderful wife of 49 years, Barbara, passed 

away peacefully on February 13, 2023. She was 

the rock, the centerpiece, of the family. She was 

predeceased by their son and leaves behind a love-

ly daughter and four wonderful granddaughters. 

Barbara will be missed dearly, and we offer Charlie 

our deepest sympathy.

Charlie can be reached at Roswell2960@gmail.

com. Two more years until our 55th reunion. It 

seems so soon after our 50th! — Eugene A.J. 
Golebiowski; eagolebiowski@att.net

’71January 25, 2023 — Don Suter 

retired from law and stays active in 

his sailing activities. He competes 

all over the world with a crew of five — including 

his grandson! They were recognized as the best 

U.S. amateur team in an English competition. 

Don maintains boats in New Jersey and Long 

Island. He recalls that while at Stevens, the sailing 

team was nationally ranked (above the Naval 

Academy), and in 1970 they went to the national 

championship as a top 20 team. For his 50th 

anniversary, they cruised with family to the Virgin 

Islands and sailed on a catamaran. 

I spent over an hour Saturday afternoon talking 

1 Alice and Bob Benazzi ’69. 2 Don Silawsky ’69 
with his ’69 Ferrari. 3 Mary and Joe Lishok ’69. 
Catch up with all in the ’69 log.

mailto:carguymd@gmail.com
mailto:russ@eitelgroup.com
mailto:jabeluttrell@att.net
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mailto:pbourd@gmail.com
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mailto:ed.eichhorn@medilinkgroup.com
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George, Virginia. Tony is head groundskeeper for 

their 20-acre estate and just loves mowing the 

grass. Their motorcycle travels are now infre-

quent and for short distances. 

Joe Garvey is still working as a trial lawyer with 

Garvey-Ballou PC in Wall, New Jersey. He plans to 

retire when there are no more trials in New Jersey.

Fred Zerull married after his freshman year 

at Stevens and spent three years in the married 

student apartments. His wife worked at the 

Stevens library as a research librarian. He spent 

five years in Germany, where his daughters were 

able to attend a military base school, and made 

lifelong friends there. He bought a huge house in 

Pennsylvania, which was built around an original 

1820-1840 house. Maintenance and repairs re-

main a frequent activity. His granddaughter lives 

on the other side of the house, and he sees her 

occasionally. His grandson is attending Stevens.

June and Dave Hardgrove flew in from Texas 

for Alumni Weekend. They stopped over at the 

Sigma Phi Epsilon house to see how it was doing. 

Dave was instrumental in the purchase of the 

adjoining row house, knocking down some walls 

to combine the two units. Dave spent five years 

with his family in England, came back to New Jer-

sey for a few years, then moved to Houston. Both 

their girls went to Mount Holyoke College (MA), 

including a year overseas in France. Allison got a 

federal job because she is fluent in English, British, 

French, Arabic and now Russian. 

Dan Bagnell had a gall bladder attack on the 

Wednesday before the reunion and had surgery 

on Thursday. Even though he was discharged on 

Friday, he still didn’t come. They recently moved 

to Frederick, Maryland, from their longtime home 

in Bowie. Joe Moaba just gave up on coming when 

delays sidetracked his flights from Wilmington, 

North Carolina.

Victor Skowronski could not make it for the re-

union but writes that he is a board member of the 

Woburn, Massachusetts, Council on Aging, based 

on his assistance at the Woburn Senior Center. He 

also organizes sing-alongs at the Woburn Senior 

Center, selecting songs (folk, sea shanties, hymns), 

and leading the participants in the singing.

So — that’s it for my reunion notes. The next 

Indicator is your chance to submit any corrections, 

condemnations, retractions, disclaimers, updates, 

etc. Sorry, The Indicator does not allow me to 

quote your four-letter words. New information 

needed! If you sent me anything else in the past 

year, please resend an updated version for the 

next Indicator (for Fall Winter 2023).  

— William F. Stengle; wfs20hlm@aol.com

’72(Written collaboratively by Enrique 

Blanco and George Johnston) 

January 17, 2023 — Fellow 

Classmates: The Indicator will now be published 

only twice a year, so happy new year, happy 

spring, and happy summer, and all the holidays in 

between. Don’t blame your mailman if you think 

that you missed your third Indicator — it ain’t 

coming. The computer spellcheck keeps telling 

me that ain’t is not a proper contraction. I say 

Webster should update itself; “ain’t” has been 

used in multiple songs and speeches for decades, 

so ain’t stays!

Last Alumni Weekend we celebrated the 50th 

anniversary of our graduation. On December 26, 

2022, my wife Mary and I boarded the Anthem of 

the Seas together with 29 members of our family 

and friends to celebrate our 50th wedding anni-

versary. What a grand way to celebrate! Our kids 

pooled their resources and upgraded us to a suite, 

and we spent a week eating, drinking, talking and 

laughing. We wish all of you and your families 

with Carol and Barry Sherwin, exchanging stories 

about our days at Stevens and Sigma Nu frater-

nity. We agreed that we probably spent more 

time talking that day than four years as frater-

nity brothers. Barry told the story about staying 

overnight at Burchard Hall to be first in line for 

fraternity pledging. He has established a life 

mantra that “I don’t have to do anything if I don’t 

want to.” But his 51 years of marriage are due to 

his deferring to Carol with “Whatever you want, 

sugar.” They keep busy with phone calls with their 

son Michael and watching the grandkids, Eric, 11, 

and Jack, 7, who live nearby. 

Jean and Wayne Skocypec came up from 

Delaware for Alumni Weekend in 2022. Wayne dis-

cussed his sports memorabilia collecting — mostly 

Derek Jeter items. He recalled the infamous story of 

the travels of the Theta Xi wooden Indian.

Phil Crowley flew in from Florida for our 

reunion after an exciting day experiencing our 

wonderful air transport system. His 8 a.m. flight 

was canceled, and he was put on the 7 p.m. flight. 

After more wonderful delays, gate and luggage 

problems, he made it to his hotel at 3:45 a.m. Di-

ane made it to the Saturday dinner dance, where 

they showed off their dancing skills during Alumni 

Weekend.

Eileen and Jim Morris are still living in Fan-

wood, New Jersey. In July, they celebrated their 

50th anniversary.

Nan and Ken Sullivan came up from Lorton, 

Virginia, for Alumni Weekend. They will be mov-

ing down to the Wilmington, North Carolina, area 

by the end of 2023, to be near their son Brian and 

his family. Construction on their new house will 

begin soon! Ken officially retired in 2019 but was 

talked into unretiring and working one day a week 

training younger hires.

 Sharon and Tony Poulakowski are still in King 

1 Charlie Roswell ’70 with a World War II bomber; read more in the ’70 log. 2 Jabe Latrell ’70 
is a volunteer pilot with Veterans Airlift Command. Here, he flies an Army veteran to a medical 
appointment in Bethesda, Maryland. 3 Jabe flew the mother of a soldier killed in Afghanistan 
to a Veterans Day parade where she was grand marshal. Learn more in the ’70 log.

mailto:wfs20hlm@aol.com
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good health, love and long life.

Before I hand you over to George, I urge you to 

send us news about your lives so that we can add 

it to our log. It is always good to hear from you. 

Keeps us all connected as classmates and friends. 

Don’t be strangers.

Thanks, Enrique! Many thanks to those of you 

who responded to our “eblast” requesting person-

al updates. We heard back from Ed May (Sigma 

Phi Epsilon fraternity, edwin10105@gmail.com), 

one of our 50th Anniversary Reunion Committee 

members. Here you go, Ed: “I was named NJIT 

(NCE) ‘Adjunct of the Year 2022.’ Earned me a 

trophy and honorarium. Have taught quality and 

statistics for almost 20 years. I also was raised to 

the rank of ASQ Fellow with the American Soci-

ety of Quality for three-plus decades of service to 

the society. It is a Lifetime Service Award. 

“I continue to live with my wife, Marilyn, in 

Maplewood, New Jersey. She is retired. I am not 

retired and have no plans to retire. Busy teaching, 

mentoring and consulting for a wide range of 

colleges and clients throughout New Jersey. 

“After our 50th Stevens anniversary reunion in 

2022, I celebrated my 45th reunion from Harvard 

Business School in Boston. One year delayed due 

to COVID. Later, hosted my own virtual reunion 

for HBS Section I.

“My younger daughter, Mariah, lives local. My 

older daughter, Michaela, lives in Boston with 

husband Ezra and granddaughters Maya, age 

10, and Ruth, age 5.” Ed, thanks for sharing and 

congratulations on your impressive awards from 

NJIT and ASQ. 

We also heard from Reunion Committee mem-

ber John Bach, M.D. (bachjr@njms.rutgers.edu), 

who sent us photos, one of which can be found in 

this Indicator, and some bulleted updates: 

“1. I made it big and returned to a two-family 

IT’S A GREAT TIME TO DO A GIFT ANNUITY!
• Gift annuity rates increased in January 
• IRA assets can now be used to fund them

HIGHER GIFT ANNUITY RATES MEAN MORE INCOME FOR YOU!
Have you been thinking about a charitable gift annuity? Now is the time to take 
another look because the American Council on Gift Annuities has approved an 
increase in recommended rates for new gift annuities created effective on or 
after January 1, 2023.

Benefits of establishing a gift annuity: 
• Obtain relief from taxes. You receive a charitable deduction, and each payment 

you receive is partly tax-free for your life expectancy unless funded through a QCD.*
• Enjoy the security of higher income payments for life. 
• Complete this simple arrangement through the mail.

New! Recent legislation created a new funding opportunity: 
• If you are over 70½, you can now transfer up to $50,000 from your IRA to fund a gift 

annuity. 
• The transfer of IRA funds can be made in only one tax year (once in a lifetime).

*Qualified charitable distribution

Contact us today to set up your charitable gift  
annuity and receive income for life:

Michael Governor  
Director of Planned Giving 

201-216-8967 
Michael.Governor@stevens.edu 

stevens.giftplans.org

AGE RATE
65 5.4%
70 5.9%
75 6.6%
80 7.6%
85 8.7%

AGE RATE
65-65 4.7%
70-70 5.2%
75-75 5.8%
80-80 6.5%
85-85 7.7%

Sample Rates*
ONE LIFE TWO LIVES

*The information contained herein is offered for general 
informational and educational purposes. The figures cited are 
accurate at the time of writing. State law may affect the results 
illustrated. This is not legal advice. Any prospective donor should 
seek the advice of a qualified estate and/or tax professional to 
determine the consequences of their gift. Charitable gift  
annuities with Stevens are not available in all states. 

house in Union City, New Jersey. 2. Published 

my 13th medical book this year, A Compendium of 

Interventions for the Noninvasive Management of 

Ventilatory Pump Failure. 3. Can’t retire because 

I save people’s necks from getting airway tubes, 

and no one else will do it since you cannot make 

a living by keeping people healthy and free from 

surgical procedures in the United States. My 

book has been translated into Spanish and will be 

in Portuguese and Chinese. Other countries do 

not have money to waste on tracheostomy tubes 

and nursing care. 4. On December 31, 2022, I 

personally confirmed that The Rockettes are still 

kicking.” John, The Rockettes are the best! Thanks 

for the photos and updates. 

In the Vitals column of the previous Indicator, 

we all learned about the passing of classmate 

Lou Erhardt (Chi Psi fraternity). Afterward, we 

found the following information about Lou online. 

Lou died on September 5, 2020, in Lewisburg, 

Pennsylvania. Born on April 29, 1950, in Hoboken, 

New Jersey, he was a son of the late Louis R. 

and Margaret (McCloskey) Erhardt. Lou married 

the former Theresa Bandoni, who survives, and 

together they celebrated 43 years of marriage. 

Louis worked as a manager at NGC Industries, in 

Dr. John Bach ’72 gathers with his wife 
Anne-Marie and daughters Colia and Leila- 
Danae during the 2022 holiday season.

mailto:edwin10105@gmail.com
mailto:bachjr@njms.rutgers.edu
mailto:Michael.Governor@stevens.edu
https://stevens.giftplans.org
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New Columbia, Pennsylvania, for 25 years before 

retiring. In addition to his wife, surviving are two 

sons, two daughters, one sister, two brothers and 

eight grandchildren. Our condolences go out to 

Lou’s family and his Chi Psi brothers. May he rest 

in peace.

Previously, we heard from Bill (Granowitz) 
Landau (wlandau@optonline.net) who was able 

to “track down” via LinkedIn fellow classmate 

Abraham Yohannes  (abeyo2009@gmail.com). 

Abe was Bill’s roommate at Davis Hall during the 

second semester of freshman year in 1969.

As Bill explains, “After graduation from Ste-

vens, Abe attended City University of New York, 

where he obtained his master’s degree in chem-

ical engineering. For the past 15 years, he has 

been department head and lecturer at the Eritrea 

Institute of Technology, located near his home 

city of Asmara, the capital of Eritrea, a country in 

the northeastern part of Africa. He began working 

there within several years of its founding.”

As Bill further commented, “Abe’s chemical 

engineering degrees and experience may have 

some special relevance, as Eritrea is believed to 

possess massive untapped reserves of petroleum 

and natural gas. A quick glance at a map reveals 

that Eritrea is located directly across the Red Sea 

from Saudi Arabia!” Thanks, Bill, for your search-

ing and your help on the 50th Anniversary Reunion 

Committee. — George W. Johnston, gwjohn-
stonjr@msn.com; Enrique L. Blanco, elbmcb@
optonline.net

’73 January 23, 2023 — Greetings, all 

fellow classmates. Your class 

officers have been meeting 

regularly to plan our 50th reunion, where we will 

present our class gift, the Class of ’73 Endowed 

Scholarship. Many of you have generously donat-

ed to our gift. Your support is greatly appreciated.

It’s hard to believe, but by the time that you 

read this, we will be getting ready to celebrate 

the golden anniversary of our graduation and 

becoming Old Guard. There is still time even after 

our reunion to contribute to our class gift. If you’d 

like to make a donation, you can do so at https://

connect.stevens.edu/makeagift/classof1973

The endowed scholarship is already making 

an impact in young students’ lives. The latest re-

cipient of funding from the Class of ’73 Endowed 

Scholarship is Nestor Sinchire, ’25, majoring in 

computer engineering from Colonia, New Jersey. 

Contributing to our Class of 1973 Endowed 

Scholarship is a great opportunity for you to “pay 

it forward.” 

We recently heard from Robert Rancod: “In 

2015, I finally retired after more than 33 years 

in the private and public sectors. Looking back, 

I realize now that a large part of life consists of 

just meeting challenges and solving problems. 

My Stevens education was definitely one of the 

biggest contributors to my career.

“Upon finishing school at Stevens with a B.S. 

and M.S. (physics major), I accepted a position 

as a member of the technical staff at Hughes 

Aircraft Company. This was a great learning expe-

rience for starting a career in the aerospace and 

defense industries. My next move was to return 

to the East Coast and settle in Northern Virginia. I 

have been there ever since. 

“I joined the Mitre Corporation as a staff engi-

neer performing systems engineering and techni-

cal analysis tasks for various federal departments 

and agencies in the national security community. 

I also briefly worked as a senior-level engineer at 

SAIC on national security projects for the federal 

government.

“Next, I made a transition into the federal civil 

service where I spent more than 20 years. Most 

of the time was spent serving as a physical scien-

tist/general engineer in the Defense Department 

(DoD) followed by a shorter period at the Com-

merce Department. My last position in DoD was 

serving as the scientific advisor to the director of 

force modernization for a specific military organi-

zation. I had a wonderful opportunity to learn and 

to be exposed to many diverse arenas in applied 

science and engineering while a member of the 

national security and defense sectors.”

Frank Vastano tells us that 2022 was one of 

the busiest years of his life, and all in a wonderful 

way! In May, Frank had the honor of escorting 

his youngest of three daughters, Cassidy, down 

the aisle to marry Ryan McCormick. This was the 

third of his daughters’ weddings, and all three 

times were a charm. At her bridal shower,  

Cassidy proclaimed she wanted to have four  

children. Frank sees a lot of babysitting in his  

future. In July, his middle daughter, Alexa, had her 

first child, Riley Rae, granddaughter number two. 

In September, Frank’s eldest daughter, Vanessa, 

started her daughter, Cassandra, in preschool. In 

October, the entire Vastano clan spent the day 

at Norz Hill Farm picking pumpkins, going on 

hayrides and wandering through corn mazes. All 

in all, Frank has three daughters and two grand-

daughters… so far!

On a brief note, Bruce Blondina informs us that 

he and his wife Joan have celebrated their 50th 

wedding anniversary. 

We held another Class of ’73 Virtual Class 

Meeting on September 25, 2022, where we had 

nearly a dozen of our classmates register. We 

continue to hold these meetings regularly, so 

look out for a notice of future meetings in Frank’s 

monthly newsletter.

Don’t forget to visit the Class of ’73 YouTube 

Channel at youtube.com/@StevensClassOf73 

and look at the videos we have been creating 

reminiscing about our days at Stevens. You will 

need to subscribe and/or sign in, and then go to 

Playlists to view the videos.

Don’t forget, every one of you has the oppor-

tunity to provide your own Golden Anniversary 

Logbook Personal Profile. Check any of the recent 

Class of ’73 newsletters for the profile form.  

Just fill it out and return it to Frank Vastano  

(fvastano@comcast.net), so it can be included  

in the Golden Anniversary Logbook. Instructions 

are contained within the form, and once com-

pleted, just email it back to Frank, with a current 

picture of yourself (headshot preferred), and we’ll 

take care of the rest. — Anthony Callendrello, 
acallendrello@comcast.net

’74January 24, 2023 — Here’s our call 

to return and celebrate the days 

past and those yet to come. 

Thanks to Ervin Drake (songwriter) and to Frank 

Sinatra (song released in 1965) for the inspira-

tion: 

When we were 17

It was a very good year

It was a very good year to be Stevens bound

Across from big city lights

On the Hoboken Heights

To fulfill a dream

When we were 17

When we were 21

It was a very good year

It was a very good year for a Stevens grad

Many companies assessed

That we were the best

STEM’s time had come

When we were 21

When we were 35

It was a very good year

It was a very good year for some dreams fulfilled

With all that we shared 

And with all that was dared

Who remained by our side

When we were 35

mailto:fvastano@comcast.net
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1 Theta Xi alumni from 
the Class of ’75 gather 
on Long Beach Island, 
New Jersey; read more 
in the ’75 log. 2 Delta 
Tau Delta Class of ’75 
brothers reuniting last 
December, from left: 
Harry MacArthur, Dave 
Schreck, Bill Gattoni  
and Gary Sikorski.

At last our time is here

It’s been almost 50 years

And how to relive the days from long ago

Fine old friends who cared

From the days that we shared

Let’s return to cheer

It’ll be a very good year

Mark May 31, June 1 and 2, 2024, for our 

time to join the Old Guard and to reconnect and 

reminisce.

Best Regards, the Stevens Class of ‘74 Alumni 

Committee: Bob Pedevillano, 908-230-5554, 

bobped696@gmail.com; Frank Donaldson, 973-

722-6658, ftdonaldson5@gmail.com; Bob Thoe-
len, 860-749-6220, thoelenr@gmail.com (Bob is 

leading the fundraising effort); Greg Gemgnani, 
610-704-1488, ggemgnani@gmail.com; Gary 
Jung, 717-725-5188, jungpackaging@msn.com — 
Written by Gary Jung

’75 January 30, 2023 — Hi everyone, 

we hope this edition of The 

Indicator finds you and your 

families well and off to great beginnings in 2023. 

We hear from Karl Young on the 50th reunion 

planning and from Martha Connolly on the new 

StevensConnects networking and career tool. I 

also received a letter from classmate Art Silber. 
 Karl Young, class president, writes: “Do these 

years seem to go by faster and faster, or is it just 

me? One day, we’re shooting water balloons at 

the Bate House and the next thing you know we’re 

looking at our 50th class reunion, right around the 

corner! If we don’t pay attention, we’ll miss the 

50th and won’t even remember what we had for 

breakfast. Therefore, we need to start planning for 

our 50th starting now. 2025 will be here in a blink!

 “While I have some ideas for our reunion 

weekend, I’d really like to get your input. So we’re 

now asking you to join in the reunion plan-

ning. Please email me or call me at your earliest 

convenience with your thoughts and ideas. I’d 

love to hear from you all. We look forward to see-

ing many of you back on the Stevens campus for 

our reunion and to making this a most memorable 

event. Thanks, Karl Young, ky@1975stevens.tech, 

(323) 770-2390

Martha Connolly, class vice president, writes: 

“As you may know, the officers and members 

of the Class of 1975 began conversations with 

Stevens over the past two years to help devel-

op ways to connect to alumni and also provide 

mentoring opportunities. We proposed a Stevens 

mentorship program to exchange career and 

general life advice by connecting a new or return-

ing student with an alumni mentor. Alumni can 

expose the student to their network of contacts, 

experience and skills. Students can seek guidance 

and gain help on important questions, life issues 

and career choices they face. Did you know our 

class has more than 11,000 years of combined 

experience? Our class wanted to find ways to 

engage alums and give back to Stevens to help 

ensure the kind of student success that many of 

us have enjoyed.

“As a result of these and other discussions, 

Stevens has launched a brand-new networking 

and career tool — StevensConnects. StevensCon-

nects (using the PeopleGrove platform) is a new 

career exploration and community networking 

tool, exclusively for the Stevens community.  

The Class of ’75 can use StevensConnects for 

connecting to each other, mentoring, sharing  

relevant news, updating us on campus happen-

ings and so on, and planning our 50th reunion 

in 2025. An email invitation was sent to all 

Stevens alumni in January. So please register for 

StevensConnects when you get a chance. Should 

you have any difficulty, please feel free to contact 

Susan Sprayberry at sspraybe@stevens.edu. 

Susan is leading this effort at Stevens, if you  

have any questions or issues registering and using 

the tool.”

Art Silber writes: “Harry, thank you for 

volunteering to be our class secretary. It is much 

appreciated, as I do look forward to reading The 

Indicator when it arrives. 

“Our Long Beach Island home is in Surf City, 

New Jersey, and we spend about half the summer 

there. The other half is spent at our other house in 

Manalapan, New Jersey, which I built about two 

years ago after previously living in Red Bank near 

the Navesink River. The Red Bank house was just 

too big once the kids moved out, and we wanted 

to be closer to our grandchildren. We are now just 

a bicycle ride away, and they visit a few times a 

week and we love that. 

“Anne and I do get up to Barnegat Light once 

in a while. The lighthouse is now closed and being 

rehabbed, expected to be completed by Spring 

2023. Most of the time we go to the beach house 

and walk or ride our bikes for whatever we need in 

Surf City along the Boulevard. I hate the traffic in 

the summer; it is actually very enjoyable after the 

season is over. We moved full time into the Surf 

City house in January 2021 until our new house in 

Manalapan was ready. The island was very quiet, 

and most everything was closed; without traffic, it 

was not much of a hassle. The few months there 

were cold, but manageable and quiet. 

“I see Rich Seninsky often for lunch or a drink. 

Last year, Rich and I met with Giles Kolakowski 
and Mike Wolk at Monmouth Park for horse 

racing, great fun and lots of reminiscing about 

Stevens. Tony Long was also expected to come 

but did not make it. 

“The Theta Xi fraternity crew will be getting 

together at my place in October, but we do miss 

our friend and brother Mike Geller, who passed 

away in early January. Please stay in touch. 908-

239-5597; Artie.” — Harold J. MacArthur, Jr., 
harrymac@comcast.net

Don’t see your class log listed? Send an update to 
alumni-log@stevens.edu or call 201-216-5161.

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fstevensconnects.peoplegrove.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csspraybe%40stevens.edu%7C22b0fe6b90eb41f31f8f08dae4489fe7%7C8d1a69ec03b54345ae21dad112f5fb4f%7C0%7C0%7C638073297810372880%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YU%2B9h7bEbbrDS8v81Y0tyK0pzibkwZKP0ExIbkdx70c%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fstevensconnects.peoplegrove.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csspraybe%40stevens.edu%7C22b0fe6b90eb41f31f8f08dae4489fe7%7C8d1a69ec03b54345ae21dad112f5fb4f%7C0%7C0%7C638073297810372880%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YU%2B9h7bEbbrDS8v81Y0tyK0pzibkwZKP0ExIbkdx70c%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fstevensconnects.peoplegrove.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csspraybe%40stevens.edu%7C22b0fe6b90eb41f31f8f08dae4489fe7%7C8d1a69ec03b54345ae21dad112f5fb4f%7C0%7C0%7C638073297810372880%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YU%2B9h7bEbbrDS8v81Y0tyK0pzibkwZKP0ExIbkdx70c%3D&reserved=0
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mailto:thoelenr@gmail.com
mailto:ggemgnani@gmail.com
mailto:jungpackaging@msn.com
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’76January 12, 2023 — Greetings, 

Class of ’76 Classmates. Hoping 

all are well as we launch full-force 

in 2023! From a class officer standpoint, we’ve 

recently had Barry Ocello step in to become our 

VP and Robert Wu the fund captain, rounding 

out our officers with Tom Errington continuing as 

president and me in the secretary role.

I heard from Allen Schrumpf, who shared the 

following: “I took a day to visit the Tech campus 

and 9/11 Memorial. The memorial was busy, but 

everyone seemed respectful. Still felt a strong 

security presence there.

“Looks like Hoboken Terminal and NJ Transit 

and the PATH stations were restored nicely from 

Hurricane Sandy 10 years ago. It is a much nicer 

walk up from the train station to campus with 

the riverwalk park. There were a few preschool 

classes walking around (they were holding onto a 

nylon strap and wearing bright matching vests). I 

wonder if one of the youngsters will be in Stevens 

Class of 2042?

“The Tech campus seemed lively, with 

students going to and fro. I was glad to see so 

many women on campus as I have two daughters 

and a granddaughter. Stevens still seems like it’s 

doing things right. Visited the Alumni Office and 

campus bookstore and dropped in on the new 

university center, too.

“Walking back to the station, I found my way 

over to Benny Tudino’s for a slice of pizza for 

lunch. Washington Street has changed a lot. Saw 

several electric cars, but parking spaces are at a 

premium, as always.”

Happily, I received an update from Sheldon 
Davis as well. Quite the emerging athlete!!

“We (Barbara and I) purchased a house in 

McCormick, South Carolina, to be closer to our 

grandson Nathan. We still have our house in 

catch up with each other, sharing fond and distant 

memories. “Distant” is the key to why some were 

fond, as we’ve forgotten the pain of all-nighters, 

zero-hour exams, labs and an isolated life on 

campus. Remember, this is well before Hoboken’s 

renaissance as a go-to destination with its own 

nightlife.

We helped prompt memorable stories with 

some 50-year-old Stute pictures, along with some 

current views of campus. If you’ve not been there 

lately, it is definitely worth the trip. 

 Between both calls, we were graced with the 

presence of the following (no particular order), 

in addition to us four class officers: Ed Gallagher, 
Bryce Sanders, Sheldon Davis, Foster Miller, 
Al Gunther, Bob Bennett, Tom Cellucci, Mike 
Kalafut, Rick Engel, Dave Williams, Ed Kolano and 

John Zaccaria, as well as from Paul Porzio ’77 and 

Dawn Ortell ’77, as we also invited our bracketed 

years, classes of ’75 and ’77. Apologies for those 

I’ve missed — or for including anyone who did 

not make the call. My notetaking has definitely 

deteriorated since retiring — not that it was ever 

very good.

Please consider joining our Zoom calls — and 

if you’ve not seen the email notices, please drop 

me a note and we will be sure to let you know 

when they are coming up. Thanks. — Frank 
Roberto, FrankRoberto76@gmail.com; Thomas F. 
Errington, terrington@comcast.net, http://www.
tech76.org

’77February 2, 2023 — Here we go 

again! Here’s hoping this 

finds you in good health and 

enjoying the new year. For myself, I continue 

to recover well from my spinal surgery of last 

May. The recuperation has kept me from a lot of 

things, including our 45th reunion, and I’m looking 

Maryland. As mentioned, we play pickleball al-

most every day. We entered our first tournament 

in Augusta, Georgia, in August (Beat the Heat) 

and received bronze medals for 3.0 tournament 

play over-60 mixed doubles, and we received 

silver medals over the weekend in Aiken, South 

Carolina (Palmetto Indoor Pickleball doubles 

invitational), for 3.0 over-50 mixed doubles.

“We have some upcoming trips to Phoenix in 

September; Playa Del Carmen, Mexico, in both 

December and January; and, hopefully, New 

Orleans around Christmas time.”

Ron Yannone also checked in with news of 

his fascinating radio music research. Here’s his 

project’s abstract: “In a 50-page PDF, Ron Yan-

none reviews his nearly 60 years of easy-listening 

music experiences — which begins at home in 

Neptune, New Jersey, through his four years at 

Stevens — via LPs, CDs to SiriusXM to Amazon’s 

Music Unlimited and voice-activated Echo Show 

8 (second generation) technologies. Ron shares 

internet sites for you to listen to over 12 hours of 

actual WRFM-105 broadcasts, with music, news 

and weather. The New York Times advertised for 11 

years WRFM-105’s 28- and 30-hour ‘Uninterrupt-

ed Holiday Music’ programs between 1972 and 

1982. Ron returns back to his early WRFM-105 

listening days by using Amazon’s technology to 

play the majority of all the artists in these annual 

holiday program listings.” To receive the PDF, 

email Ron at ronald.yannone@yahoo.com

Tom Errington shared a blast-from-the-past 

picture he received from Ken Kindberg from 1991. 

Not changed a bit!!! And Robert Wu shared his 

2022 holiday family picture. A handsome group, 

for sure.

In addition, we have started quarterly Zoom 

calls for the Class of ’76, with the first held in Sep-

tember and the second in November. It was fun to 

1 Robert Wu ’76 with his wife Luisa and their children Katherine, 
Andreas, Jameson and Nicolette. 2 Stevens men's fencing alum-
ni returned to campus in 2022. 3 Friends from the Class of ’77 
took in a Yankees game last year and saw their name in lights at 
Yankee Stadium. 4 Reuniting on campus last year, from left, were 
’76ers Robert Wu, Paul Schillinger and Al Dopart.

mailto:FrankRoberto76@gmail.com
mailto:terrington@comcast.net
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http://www.tech76.org
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forward to getting back to normal. I guess one of 

the stranger effects of this process has been that 

time has passed by me even faster than it usually 

seems to pass by. The holidays were a blur. Given 

that, I guess it’s no surprise to say that I’m already 

a few days late for the deadline for this Indicator 

log. I didn’t have the time to poll classmates on 

what was going on with them in the recent past, 

so I have very little news. Unfortunately, the bulk 

of what I have for you is not particularly happy. 

First, early in January, Sigmund Grudzinski 
reported that Steve Kawecki passed away sud-

denly on June 23, 2017. Not only had Steve been 

one of our classmates, but he and Sigmund were 

also high school classmates at St. Peter’s Prep in 

Jersey City, New Jersey. Sig related that Steve was 

known as the Porsche Kid in high school. Steve 

got a B.S. in mechanical engineering and passed 

his P.E. exam. He went on to become a registered 

architect. He also worked in facility management 

and chief engineer posts at Sandoz Pharmaceu-

ticals, Honeywell and Allied Chemical. He also 

did architectural work for West Milford, New 

Jersey, and forensic investigations for banks and 

insurance companies. He liked rebuilding sports 

cars, which he frequently raced. According to his 

obituary, he also worked with his sister, Dianne, 

on selected projects at her firm, Peck Peck & 

Associates. He is survived by his mother, Harriet 

Kawecki; sister, Dianne, of Woodbridge, Virginia; 

brother, T. Jan Kawecki, of River Edge, New Jer-

sey; and brother, Mark Kawecki, of Tuxedo Park, 

New Jersey.

Within a week of getting this news from Sig-

mund, Lyn Rob Hecker posted on Facebook, “Very 

sad news. We have lost Loretta (Lenau/Lappin), 

my college roommate, my good friend especially 

during our years at Stevens, and a woman of high 

intelligence and integrity.” From the obituary link 

that Lyn included: “Loretta Agatha Lappin, 67, of 

East Moriches, passed away on January 8, 2023, 

after many years of medical and health complica-

tions. After graduating from St. Mary’s Catholic 

High School in Perth Amboy New Jersey, she 

went on to study physics at Stevens Institute of 

Technology and attended grad school at Colum-

bia University. In college, she met Allan Lappin, 

and they wed in May 1977, going on to have one 

child, Jacob Lappin. Loretta dedicated more 

than 25 years to teaching high school chemistry, 

physics, and algebra. Loretta was predeceased by 

her husband Allan; they were married for over 34 

years. She is survived by her son, Jacob, and his 

wife Kelly; grandchildren, Abbygail and Evelynn; 

and brothers, Charles and Lawrence Lenau.”

Ph.D. ’09, was recently elected for a five-year 

term as chair for the Department of Logic and 

Philosophy of Science in the School of Social 

Sciences at the University of California, Irvine. 

In 2022, he was also elected to be secretary of 

the Philosophy of Physics Society, and is the next 

editor in chief of the Journal of the Philosophy of Sci-

ence Association. In August 2021, he and his wife, 

Cailin, had their third child, our first grandson, 

who they wisely named James Dennis.”

 Jim also sent a great update on daughter Katie 
Weatherall ’08; see the 2008 log. 

I also got an email from Ron Hosie: “45 years! 

In some ways it doesn’t seem possible that it’s 

been 45 years since we graduated. In other ways, 

yeah, it’s been a long time. Our class will be 

celebrating its 45th anniversary of graduation at 

the Alumni Weekend this year, June 2-4, 2023. 

Please contact your classmates — who you’ve 

been meaning to get in touch with, but it just nev-

er seems to happen — and plan to get together on 

campus for part of the weekend. 

“And as we are looking forward to gathering 

to swap memories and catching up on our lives 

over the past decades, we can all appreciate that 

the trajectory of our lives and careers was heavily 

influenced by our education at Stevens. Our class 

has an endowed scholarship that is awarded 

every year to a worthy student. The endowed 

value of the Class of ’78 Scholarship Fund is about 

$50k, allowing an annual award of about $2,500. 

This year’s recipient is Panini Bari, a mechanical 

engineering sophomore from Brooklyn, New York. 

As we can all appreciate, the cost of everything is 

going up, including education. Will you consid-

er answering one of those Stevens fundraising 

letters by making a donation, indicating that you 

want it to go to the Class of ’78 Endowed Scholar-

ship Fund? Any amount will help.

“As many of us look at retirement, grandpar-

enting, second careers and opportunities to give 

back to our communities, let’s take time to check 

in on or rekindle old friendships and take time 

On a lighter note, I’m hoping that one picture 

from the events of our reunion will be part of this 

log. If you remember, one part of our reunion 

this past June was that some folks headed out 

to Yankee Stadium for an excursion to the game 

put together by Charlie Gerardi. It was a great 

evening to be at the game, with the Yankees win-

ning 13-0!! One big surprise was to see “Yankees 

Welcome Stevens Class of 77” on the big board!! 

Thanks again for making that happen, Charlie, and 

thanks to Creid Johnson for getting that photo!

Just a note about The Indicator: The latest news 

is that The Indicator will now be published twice a 

year in hard copy, along with an online version at 

stevens.edu/indicator. As always, if you want to 

be on the mailing list for the Class of 1977 news-

letter, email your request to Classof1977@alumni.

stevens.edu. Also, check in on our Facebook 

page: Stevens Institute of Technology: Class of 

’77. Our own website, www.stevensclassof1977.

com, is still active. Stay well and stay tuned in 

for the next exciting episode! — Paul A. Porzio, 
eclectichours@cox.net 

’78 January 26, 2023 — I have heard 

from several of our classmates 

recently. Jim Weatherall sent 

in the following: “All is well with the Weatheralls. 

We’re all COVID boostered but, of course, still 

had our bouts with the virus, which were unevent-

ful thankfully. 

“As a recent past-president of the Société de 

Chimie Industrielle, I had the honor of serving as 

one of two co-chairs of the 2022 International 

Palladium Medal Dinner held at the New York 

Hilton Midtown on September 12, 2022. Our 

awardee was Mark J. Costa, CEO and chairman of 

Eastman Chemical Company. It felt good to be at 

a formal event after such a long hiatus! Maureen 

and I were joined by a couple of fellow Stevens 

alums who are active in the chemical industry: 

Owen Jappen ’12 and Frank Mitsch ’84.”

“Our son, Professor James Owen Weatherall 

Gathering at the 
International Palladi-
um Medal Dinner in 
Manhattan last year, 
from left, were Jim 
’78 and Maureen ’78 
Weatherall, Owen 
Jappen ’12 and Frank 
Mitsch ’78.

https://societe.org/
https://societe.org/
http://www.stevensclassof1977
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to give a little something to help others get the 

educational benefits we did from Stevens. I look 

forward to seeing many of you in June.”

Kurt Meklenburg submitted this: “It is with 

great sadness that I write of the passing of our 

classmate, Ralph Russenberger. Below are ex-

cerpts from his obituary.

“Born on July 24, 1956, in Bergenfield, New 

Jersey, Ralph was the son of the late Ralph and 

Mildred Russenberger. He is the best friend and 

beloved husband of 39 years to wife Kathy and 

cherished father of Becky (husband Ryan), Doug 

and Jen.

“With a brilliant mind and a penchant for fixing 

things, he received a degree in electrical engineer-

ing from Stevens after graduating from Bergen-

field High in New Jersey. Following college, Ralph 

spent his entire 38-year career with Northrup 

Grumman (formerly Westinghouse Electric 

Corp.) working on defense and electronics sys-

tems, which brought him to places like Belgium, 

Oklahoma, Saudi Arabia, Puerto Rico and, finally, 

to Eldersburg, Maryland, where he resided with 

his family for the past 35 years. 

“While Ralph had many accomplishments, 

he always believed his greatest to be his three 

children, who he was so proud of. He was actively 

involved in each of their lives growing up and 

throughout adulthood, and the bond he shared 

with them was unmatched. He was a volunteer 

with the Boy Scouts, coach of many sporting 

teams, science project extraordinaire, their big-

gest cheerleader and so much more. The legacy 

he has left behind is one of love, unwavering 

support, and the belief that they can do anything. 

“After retiring in 2016, Ralph loved fishing, 

boating, woodworking, home projects (both his 

own and his children’s), long walks with his grand-

pup, Breacher, and his part-time job at Fairhaven 

Retirement Community. Ralph was a remarkable 

man who was extraordinarily intelligent, pos-

sessed a witty sense of humor, and had an unpar-

alleled work ethic. Thoughtful, generous, and able 

to fix anything, Ralph was always willing to lend 

a helping hand to anyone in need, no matter how 

big or small the task.” 

Kurt continued: “Here are some of my memo-

ries of Ralph. I remember Ralph as a big guy with 

a big smile and an infectious laugh. We were both 

EE’s, so we had many of the same classes. I would 

drive him crazy reciting Shakespeare while walking 

back to the dorm after our Shakespeare class. 

“A year or so after graduation, I got a call at 4 

in the morning, wondering if something serious 

happened to a loved one. It was Ralph, calling 

from Germany, asking me if he should propose to 

his girlfriend, Kathy. Well, as stated above, they 

were married for 39 happy years, so that explains 

my answer to his question … at 4 in the morning. 

“Back in the early ’80s, Ralph joined me, Ron 

Hosie, and a few others at a small reunion at Kev-
in Murphy’s rowhome in downtown Allentown, 

Pennsylvania. We had lots of fun behaving as if we 

were still in college. I wound up getting a parking 

ticket. Ralph took it and decided to tear it up. Now 

when driving through Pennsylvania, I think of 

Ralph and will blame him if I ever get pulled over 

and arrested for not paying that parking ticket.

“Ralph and I stayed in touch over the years 

through Christmas cards and occasional emails. 

We watched each other’s families grow. I do re-

gret not visiting regularly, perhaps due to distance 

(Massachusetts vs. Maryland), busy family lives, 

work. It’s news like this that makes one realize the 

importance of friendships, from both yesterday 

and today. Rest in peace, my dear friend Ralph.”

Thanks, Kurt, for sharing this sad news and 

for your recollections. There will be additional 

words of remembrance from other classmates in 

the next issue of The Indicator. — John T. Jarboe, 
jjarboe1@comcast.net

’80 January 30, 2023 — Hello to All 

and Happy 2023 — the year 

that most of us will be going on 

Medicare! It’s hard for me to believe we are at 

this stage in our lives.

News for this submission has been sparse, so I 

reached out to a few classmates asking for a brief 

update of what has been going on in their lives. 

Thank you, Phil Cobb, for being the only one to 

acknowledge my request! 

Phil writes, “… still teaching math (most 

of which I learned at Stevens) at City Tech in 

Brooklyn. My classes this semester are statistics 

and linear algebra. I have no children of my own, 

but I now have three nieces, two nephews and 

four great nephews. I’m looking forward to seeing 

everyone again in 2025.” 

Thanks so much for your response, Phil — and 

we look forward to seeing you at our 45th reunion 

as well!

Having little else to share for this article, I called 

on the forever-faithful Katy O’Malley Coumans. 

Over the years, these articles have been written in 

great part by both of us, as without Katy’s support 

and input, content would often be lacking! 

Katy was kind enough to share the following: 

“Now that our boys are out of the house, I find 

myself indulging more and more in a long-held 

but unrecognized passion for baking. I used to 

love going to my grandma’s house because I knew 

she’d have ingredients ready to whip up a batch 

of cinnamon rolls together. Odd that it took me all 

these years to delve into baking on my own. But 

now I’m on course to make up for all that lost time 

as best I can. Luckily, I’ve had a ready audience 

with all three sons — as well as hubby Jacques — 

willing to sample pretty much everything I make.   

“Until recently, I’ve limited my bragging to my 

Instagram account (@momma_coumans_bakes). 

Kathy Burkholder McCarthy even made me a logo 

— I have a brand! This past fall, though, I decided 

to enter baking competitions at local county fairs 

as a way to expand my horizons a bit. From my 

three entries, I ended up with two blue ribbons 

and one third-place ribbon. This is something I 

will certainly continue to participate in — I’m al-

ready planning this year’s recipes. Here’s a picture 

of me bawling after discovering the results of my 

first entry. Open to accepting more taste-tester 

volunteers if you’re in the area!”

After attending a wedding in the area last  

summer, Dave and I had the pleasure of visiting 

Katy, Jacques and two of their three sons, Jake ’18 
and Sam ’20 (both Stevens grads!) at their beau-

tiful home in Old Lyme, Connecticut. We enjoyed 

wonderful conversations and an incredible brunch 

and after tasting her amazing biscuits, I can 

personally attest to the deliciousness of Katy’s 

blue-ribbon baking!

At this point in our lives, most of us are empty 

nesters, and some are contemplating retirement 

or have already retired. Some of us are planning 

our next move or downsizing, while some have 

already relocated. Some of us are pursuing other 

interests and finding new passions in life. Katy 

has found baking. Mine is sewing and machine 

embroidery (hence, Katy’s logo). What are your 

new passions and interests?

The entire Stevens community was saddened 

to learn of the passing of longtime Stevens ad-

junct professor and our classmate, Dino Favetta 
’80 M.Eng. ’80 on January 10, 2023. The fol-

lowing is part of a tribute to Dino that ran on the 

Stevens Alumni Association Facebook page. Our 

deepest sympathy to Dino’s wife, Marylou; his 

son, Michael; his daughters, Christine and Nicole 
Favetta Fallacaro ’11 M.Eng. ’12; his two grandchil-

dren; and all of his devoted family and friends.

“We are saddened to share the news of the 

passing of longtime adjunct professor Dino Favet-

ta ’80 M.Eng. ’80. 

“Retired Stevens Professor Silvio Laccetti knew 

Dino Favetta for his entire life, and their fami-

mailto:jjarboe1@comcast.net
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lies were longtime friends. From early on, Dino 

showed a gift for the sciences and technology, 

Professor Laccetti recalled. Professor Laccetti 

admired Dino’s entrepreneurial spirit — and his 

drive that saw him launch his own successful 

chemical and electrical engineering practice. 

“Dino shared his real-world knowledge of 

the business world with generations of Stevens 

students, serving as an adjunct professor with the 

Schaefer School of Engineering and Science for 

30 years.

“‘He loved Stevens,’ Professor Laccetti said. 

‘He was very loyal to Stevens. In a sense, he never 

left … Dino made many contributions to society, 

to his alma mater, and to his family and friends. 

‘He will be greatly missed, even as his memory 

lives on.’”

Until next time — take care, and please con-

sider sending me a line or two … or if you’d rather, 

you can easily submit your updates and photos 

online directly at: stevens.edu/indicator Thanks 

so much. — Kathy M. Burkholder McCarthy, 
kathybmccarthy@hotmail.com

’81January 24, 2023 — It is almost the 

end of January 2023 as I pull 

together this submission for our 

class. Does it seem to you that time goes faster 

as we get older? There must be some scientific 

explanation, right? Or maybe some philosophical 

one? Anyway, it seems we just finished the holi-

days — hope everyone was able to celebrate safely 

and peacefully — and we are now heading into 

Valentine’s Day! In thinking of the holidays, I won-

dered how many different holidays our classmates 

celebrate? It would be an interesting poll. 

At our house, Christmas Eve is the big night 

with family and friends and food. Then Christmas 

Day is quiet with just my husband, our sons and 

me. This year Hugo’s daughter, son-in-law and 

grandsons were able to come down from Mon-

treal to be with us from December 27 through 

New Year’s Day — a treat after the COVID years 

of alienation. We then also celebrate “Los Reyes” 

— (or Kings Day or Little Christmas or Epiphany.) 

From our Spanish ancestry that is the day of giv-

ing gifts — so our sons have been getting treats 

on both Christmas from Santa and in January 

from “Los Reyes.” 

This year Hugo and I celebrated our 25th wed-

ding anniversary, and because life is short and full 

of challenges lately, we went to Paris to celebrate 

the place where we met! Our boys joined us a 

few days later for Thanksgiving. It was another 

opportunity for “family memories” — something 

very important to me. 

Enough of me. Recently I heard from Anil 
Keswani and David Ritter.

Anil writes: “My daughter, Beth Keswani 

Goode, had a son July 3, 2021. His name is 

Graham John Goode. Pat, my wife of 39 years, 

and I have been enjoying our grandson! We live 

in Flower Mound, Texas, just outside Dallas. 

To occupy my time, I have joined the Lewisville 

Independent School District as a permanent 

substitute! It is great working with the high  

school kids!”

David writes: “Gloria, after a very busy spring, 

summer and fall of 2022 — and now that I am 

nearly a full two months into my second retire-

ment from AT&T — I figured it was high time for 

an update, especially after seeing you in June at 

our 40th Class Reunion in Hoboken. 

“Teresa and I had a truly wonderful visit with 

several of our fellow Ducks during the barbeque 

and reception; although the turnout was a bit 

light, we enjoyed seeing everyone who showed 

up, and the walking tour of the campus. We 

opted for dinner down on the waterfront at Blue 

Eyes Restaurant, on our way back to our lodging 

in New York City, and we caught some of the 

fireworks as we drove out of Hoboken. As several 

other out-of-state alums have stated, we also 

enjoyed time with family, as well as doing some 

sightseeing in the NJ/NY area both before and 

after the weekend, taking the Circle Line Cruise 

around Manhattan and spending time at the Met-

ropolitan Museum, which we had never visited 

before! It’s always fun to do something new in the 

Big Apple each time we visit — will likely do the 

same in 2026 and 2031 (if not before) … but our 

Stevens Reunion was the 'main event' which we 

built around.

“Professionally, Teresa and I both stopped 

‘working’ in October. Mostly, we’ve spent time 

with family care and a long-awaited Orlando fam-

ily vacation in November (which was in planning 

for more than a year), and still trying to figure 

out this new phase of life. We’re still volunteering 

in the community but focusing on taking care of 

family as well as ourselves. Our youngest daugh-

ter, Rachel (our other engineer in the family) and 

her husband Tim hosted all of us for Christmas 

week in Silver Spring, Maryland; we participated 

in a couple of D.C.-unique events and visited with 

extended family.
 “Our other daughter, Victoria, had some excit-

ing news for us, accepting a new job in publishing 

in New York’s Finger Lakes region. January 2023 

will see us packing her out from mid-Michigan to 

the Rochester/Syracuse, New York area; we’re 

excited for her as she begins this new journey in 

her career.  Each week we’re discovering friends 

or acquaintances who have settled into that area, 

and although we’ve driven the NY State Thruway 

1  Katie O'Malley Coumans ’80 and her award-winning pecan 
praline pumpkin pie. 2  Henry Ardiff ’81 received a Top Inven-
tor Award from Honeywell last fall; read more in the ’81 log.  
3  Gloria Ron-Fornes '81 with her husband Hugo and their sons 
Brandon, left, and Adrian '22 in Paris. 4 Anil Keswani ’81 holds 
his grandson, Graham John Goode, born in July 2021.

mailto:kathybmccarthy@hotmail.com
https://www.stevens.edu/indicator
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(I-90) several times, we’ve never stopped for 

long. Now, we’ll have a reason to stop and enjoy 

the area and visit our daughter…road trip! We’re 

finding more locations to add to our bucket list 

— we hope everyone else is doing the same. See 

you in Hoboken again in just three more years (or 

even sooner).”

Dominic Solazzo ’09 wrote in to share a career 

update about one of our classmates, Henry Ardiff: 

“I currently work for Honeywell as director for 

strategic planning. At the annual Technology 

Symposium held in October 2022, my fellow Ste-

vens alum and Honeywell colleague, Henry Ardiff, 

was recognized with a 2022 Top Inventor Award. 

Currently, Henry has 43 granted patents over the 

course of his career at Honeywell.

“Henry is a highly creative material scientist 

and formulations expert with 41 years of commit-

ted service to the Honeywell family. As a principal 

engineer in the Advanced Materials business, 

Henry has played a critical role in propelling the 

Spectra Shield product line by over 500% based 

on his identification of unique resins, resin for-

mulation, and developing surface treatments that 

prove vital in the end-articles used in life-saving 

armor and ballistic applications. Henry’s experi-

mental prowess, curiosity, and deep domain ex-

pertise are surely one-of-a-kind. The products he 

has played a significant role in developing over the 

years are used by law enforcement and military 

forces all across the world today.” — Gloria M. 
Ron-Fornes, gmforne@gmail.com

’82January 27, 2023 — I have hit my 

10-year anniversary at Col-

gate-Palmolive, which is the 

longest stretch for me at one company. I did have 

a 21-year span in the same seat at Dialogic/Intel/

Dialogic through changes in ownership. I have 

delayed retirement a little bit because of changes 

in the economy and new construction costs in 

Wyoming. The plan is still in place with a slightly 

extended timeline. I will be in New Jersey a bit 

longer and will try to attend Alumni Weekend 

again this year since we had a good time there 

last year and it will be good to see some old 

friends from the class of 1983.

I mentioned I work at Colgate. I am in the 

Piscataway Technical Center, not far from the 

Rutgers football stadium. I recently became 

aware that someone else from our class works 

there. Robin (Schwier) Cabanas came up to me at 

the company holiday party and said she saw my 

class log. We had known each other for years but 

did not realize we were classmates at Stevens!

A quick thank you to Mike Peretti for sending 

an update for the last log. Mike’s update made 

me think to mention that there is a Sigma Nu 

email group as well as a Facebook group that 

both have participation from a wide span of class 

years. There is also a regular local New Jersey 

poker game attended by Sigma Nu Stevens 

alumni. It is organized by Carl Wischman and has 

been regularly attended by Art Levitt ’76, Marcel 
Simon ’78, Bob Antoniuk ’79, Bob Confessore 
’77, John Spaulding ’76, Bill Tevald, Ray Carr and 

Mike Savorgiannakis (among others), with occa-

sional guest appearances by out-of-town alumni.

Send in those updates and pictures!  You  

can send updates to me via email or via the 

alumni portal at stevens.edu/indicator —Dan 
Roman, n2mfc@alumni.stevens.edu

’87Fall 2022 — Joe Berberian 
checked in with an update and a 

great photo!

“Hi Debi, The ITK crew got together in 

August (2022) to bid a fond farewell to Craig 
Pugh and Denise Pena Pugh ’88 as they move 

down to South Carolina and enjoy the next leg of 

their journey.  We will surely miss both of them, 

but we now all have a good excuse and a landing 

spot for heading down to the low country.  Here 

is a group photo, near this class log. From left to 

right (including maiden names for the Stevens 

folks) are Ani Berberian, Steve Tom ’89, Joe Ber-

berian, John Fleming, Diana Dorsey, Ed Dorsey 
’88, Bill Novak, Denise Pena Pugh, Mr. Pugh, 

Craig Pugh, Mrs. Pugh, Gita Steth, John Miller, 

Carolyn Laffan Miller, Jean Morton Tom, Fran 
Krass, Bill Joel, and Kim Novak. Thanks to Fran 

and Bill for hosting a wonderful evening. ” — Debi 
Motler; dmot419@gmail.com

Marriages
Aleesha Chisholm ’15 to  

Moses Mugwana on May 14, 2022.

Dominique Smoyer ’17 to John M. Bicho 
’17 on September 12, 2020.

Births
To Javier S. Parra ’15 M.S. ’20 and  

Carolina Pelaez ’16 a son, Lucas Mateo,  
on January 6, 2023.

To Katherine and Seth Essendrop ’16  
a daughter, Leah Karen, on August 12, 

2022.

Obituaries
D.B. Jaroff ’46 11/25/22

R.W. Bosse ’50 11/17/22

A.E. Donaldson ’51 12/5/22

R. Lissmann Sr. ’56 1/27/23

W.G. West ’59 9/20/22

G.A. Jurick ’62 1/25/22

G.B. Boylan '63 3/9/23

R.T. McDanolds ’66 6/19/21

F.J. Niemas Jr. ’68 11/19/22

L.R. Erhardt ’72 9/5/20

P.J. Scagnelli ’72 2/2/23

S.J. Kawecki ’77 6/23/17

L. Lenau Lappin ’77 1/8/23

R.F. Russenberger ’78 10/21/22

D.A. Favetta ’80 1/10/23

P.J. Crooker ’89 8/10/22

D.A. Graves ’89 2/12/22

C.R. Eckel ’90 9/26/22

B.A. Incollingo ’16 10/6/22

Graduate School
P.H. Wright M.S. ’60 8/13/21

J.R. Estabrook M.S. ’61 7/8/21

H.J. Meinholtz M.S. ’62 2/25/21

D.W. Strang M.M.S. ’67 10/24/21

R.G. Galazin M.S. ’70 4/8/21

Faculty
E. Neu ’55 3/20/22

D. Belanger 11/18/22

Vitals

Pete Rogina '84, left, and Chris Maione ’82 
have worked together on One Wall Street, 
new luxury residences located in Lower 
Manhattan. Chris has served as senior 
project manager.

mailto:gmforne@gmail.com
mailto:n2mfc@alumni.stevens.edu
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’89January 27, 2023 — I need to say 

how much I love our Stevens 

community. Eric Faust recently 

“visited” (visited = mountain biking up and down 

ridiculously steep terrain) with Stevens class-

mates. He was so kind to send me photos of said 

visit, which then prompted me to reach out to 

folks in the photo. They came through!

Over 35 years ago, Jane Derian and Nick Tsilas 

met on the Stevens tennis courts, where their pas-

sion for the game grew into more than a love for 

striking the yellow ball! Their story as told by Jane: 

“I came to Stevens from Brazil and graduated 

with a materials and metallurgical engineering 

degree. Nicos came from Greece and graduated 

with an electrical engineering degree. We both 

went on to complete our Master of Science 

degrees in technology management from Stevens 

in 1992. Our degrees helped us to advance to 

positions at Procter & Gamble in package devel-

opment for me and a job at Schindler for Nick. 

Nick later went on to complete a law degree from 

Georgetown University in 1997 and upon com-

pletion, much to my delight, was then ready to tie 

the knot that same year. We were surrounded by 

many Stevens friends at our wedding in London. 

We settled in D.C., but within a couple of years, 

Nick pursued an opportunity to join Microsoft and 

we moved to Seattle. I joined Microsoft at that 

time as well, but more recently I am now working 

with Starbucks, leading packaging innovation and 

sustainability. Our Stevens education taught us 

both a love of learning, problem solving, possibili-

ties and perseverance. 

“While Seattle has become home, we often 

travel back to Greece, where we keep in touch 

with Greek alumni. Occasional trips to the East 

Coast have given us the opportunity to connect 

with other Stevens friends as well. We have three 

kids. Our eldest son, Loucas, is living in California 

after completing his film production degree from 

Chapman University’s Dodge Film School. Loucas 

has his own production company, Alto Visuals, 

and has made commercials for companies such 

as Trek, Thule and Specialized (anyone with work, 

reach out!). Our daughter, Bela, is in New York 

City, where she works in tech after graduating 

last summer from NYU. She is looking to pivot 

to product marketing, in case any alumni have 

advice. Our youngest, Alexander, is still in high 

school but has a keen interest in engineering. 

We remain hopeful we’re grooming an engineer 

at last! He is passionate about cars and thinks of 

studying mechanical engineering. 

“With our 35-year alumni reunion coming up, 

a visit to Hoboken next year to catch up with dear 

old friends, including a tour of Stevens for Alexan-

der, is in order!” (See family photos on page 62.)

Thank you so much, Jane and Nick! I enjoy 

seeing all your adventures on Facebook and really 

appreciate your energetic approach to life (they 

bike, ski and play competitive tennis, amongst 

other things). You are an inspiration! 

Other alumni news comes from my good 

friends Chris Frank ’89 MS ’93 and Paul Magnone 
’88 MS ’93. They have published their second 

book; it’s a must-read for anyone who is making 

business decisions (uh, everyone)! Here’s a blurb: 

“What distinguishes a person who makes 

smart, confident data-driven decisions? It is 

not exceptional analytic skills or rare expertise. 

Instead, successful decision-makers balance data, 

experience, and intuition to make the best possi-

ble business decisions. They quickly sort through 

information, apply judgment, and are fierce inter-

rogators who are able to cultivate sharp insights. 

They apply first-order principles to understand 

what the decision really is, why it must be taken, 

and to what end. In short, they make intelligent 

decisions with incomplete information.”

Chris and Paul, along with the vice dean of 

Research at Columbia University, Dr. Oded 

Netzer, recently published Decisions Over Dec-

imals: Striking the Balance Between Intuition and 

Information, which outlines a pragmatic blueprint 

for making strong, data-informed decisions. They 

marry original and insightful research with front-

line experience to put forward a set of techniques 

called Quantitative Intuition (QI)™. The authors 

and renowned educators demonstrate how to 

bridge two skills — interrogation and intuition — 

or in plain English, “context” and “surprise,” to 

find answers without retreating into the comfort 

of more data.

Available on Amazon NOW! Wish I could in-

sert a “click here to buy” button. So proud of you, 

Chris and Paul! They also teach a course in this 

realm at Columbia University, so you can talk to 

them in person when you take it. For more info on 

the book, check out www.dodthebook.com.

As Jane noted above, we are soon to have 

graduated from Stevens 35 years ago! How is that 

possible? Our reunion will be held on the Stevens 

campus in June 2024 — look for announcements 

later this year. Enjoy your summer! — Dawn M. 
Madak, dawnmadak@gmail.com

’91October 10, 2022 — Tuyet-Hanh 
Schnell was recently honored 

with the Special Recognition 

Award at the Leaders and Legends Recognition 

Event during the Women of Color STEM Confer-

ence that took place October 6-8, 2022, in De-

troit. “I am also recipient of the Society of Wom-

en Engineers Advocating Women in Engineering 

Award at the WE22 Conference, taking place 

October 20-22, 2022,” she writes. “Earlier this 

year, I received the Engaged Advocate Award.”  

— Daniel Goldberg, danielygoldberg@gmail.com

Delta Tau Delta alums gathered last July at 
the Biergarten in Hoboken.

Stevens friends 
came together in 
New Jersey last 
summer to wish 
good luck to De-
nise Pena Pugh 
’88 and Craig 
Pugh ’87 on their 
move to South 
Carolina.

http://www.dodthebook.com
mailto:dawnmadak@gmail.com
mailto:danielygoldberg@gmail.com
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’99Fall 2022—Family and friends 

continue to honor the life and 

legacy of Charlie Kontos ’99, 

a naturalist and Rutgers University doctoral 

candidate in its ecology and evolution graduate 

program who died prematurely in 2010 at the 

age of 33. Kontos made a significant contribution 

to wildlife biology studies with his discovery of 

the return of the fisher, a member of the weasel 

family, to New Jersey. 

Stevens history and social sciences professor 

Silvio Laccetti has established the Charlie Kontos 

Environmental Activist Award in his former 

student’s honor. The award is given to New Jersey 

students who are exemplars of environmental 

activism and who have completed volunteer work 

which has notably contributed to the preservation 

or restoration of their local environment. Last fall, 

a moving tribute to Charlie was held at Rutgers. 

With Charlie’s father, Charles, Sr., in attendance, 

Laccetti presented the Kontos award to Logan 

Bateman, an Eagle Scout who led 30 volunteers 

to build four walking bridges and plant 40 native 

trees throughout the Alonzo F. Bonsal Preserve in 

Montclair, New Jersey.

The special ceremony also celebrated the 

launch of a newly-published book, On Nature’s 

Trail with Charlie, written by Charlie Kontos’ par-

ents, Charles Kontos and Carolyn Zurawski. The 

illustrated volume includes sites that their son 

explored and studied; after Charlie’s death, his 

mother took a solo trip to the jungles of Panama 

to visit the sites where much of his more recent 

work had taken place. Back in 2016, Charlie’s 

family also dedicated The Kontos Memorial 

Kiosk, a gateway kiosk on the 400-acre Rutgers 

Ecological Preserve. 

To receive a copy of On Nature’s Trail with 

Charlie, email Professor Silvio Laccetti at Silvio.

Laccetti@stevens.edu — The Stevens Indicator; 
alumni-log@stevens.edu

’01January 2023 — An update from 

Matthew Viscito: “I attended St. 

George’s University School of 

Medicine, graduating in 2005. I completed my 

family medicine residency at St. Joseph’s Region-

al Medical Center in Paterson, New Jersey, in 

2008, after which I moved to Grand Forks, North 

Dakota, to practice. For the past six years, I have 

been serving as chief medical officer and family 

physician at Unity Medical Center in Grafton, 

North Dakota. In November 2022, I was awarded 

Family Physician of the Year by the North Dakota 

Academy of Family Physicians.” — Martha Patty 
Torres, mptorres78@gmail.com

’02 November 21, 2022 — The New 

Jersey Senate Judiciary Com-

mittee approved Governor 

Murphy’s nomination and voted unanimously 

to appoint Lisa Peterson to the New Jersey 

State Board of Professional Engineers and Land 

Surveyors. — Elizabeth “Biz” Metzger Ferris, 
bizmetzger@gmail.com

’04 January 2023 — From Sarah 
McKeon: “I’m beyond excited to 

share that I’m fulfilling a long-

term professional goal in taking on the role of gen-

eral manager, NJ Airports at The Port Authority of 

New York and New Jersey! This career milestone 

wouldn’t have been possible without the support 

and mentorship of long-term colleagues and senior 

leaders at the Port, and I’m grateful every day that 

I made the decision to join this organization 18+ 

years ago. Great things to come for EWR and TEB 

in 2023 and beyond!” — Jean-Christophe Dick, 
jcded@nanonitro.com

The Tsilas-Derian family, then and now. At left, Nick Tsilas ’89 and Jane Derian ’89 at their 1997 
wedding. And at right, with their children Loucas and Bela, with Alexander behind them.

1 The late Charlie Kontos ’99 is honored in a new 
book by his parents and with an award founded by 
retired Stevens professor Silvio Laccetti. See the '99 
log. 2 Aleesha Chisholm ’15 and Moses Mugwan-
ga wed on May 14, 2022. 

’93 January 30, 2023 — It’s hard to 

believe that graduation was 30 

years ago. A lot has changed, 

but it all seems to have gone by quickly. To 

celebrate, we’re in the process of planning our 

30th year reunion, to be held during the upcoming 

Alumni Weekend. 

Please stay tuned for more information on the 

“Stevens ’93 Alumni 30-Year Reunion” Facebook 

group. While there, please let us know how you’re 

doing and any interesting updates you have. 

It will be great to (re)connect. — Eric Monte, 

David Ponzio, Sean Garner. — Sean M. Garner, 
garnersm@gmail.com

’94December 11, 2022 — Matthew 
K. Blackburn sent along this ca-

reer update: “I graduated with 

a B.E. in polymer engineering. After graduation, 

I went to law school and became an intellectual 

property litigator.

 “On September 1, 2022, I co-founded the 

Sullivan Blackburn Pratt LLP law firm in San Fran-

cisco with five of my partners. Our firm focuses 

on complex civil litigation, including bankruptcy 

litigation, complex commercial litigation and 

intellectual property litigation.” — The Stevens 
Indicator; alumni-log@stevens.edu

’97September 2, 2022 — Sandy 
Roberts is the education pro-

gram manager at Science Friday, 

where she creates learning resources, content, 

and experiences to advance STEM equity in all 

learning environments. She recently published 

her piece with Science Friday, “Bring the Arte-

mis Mission Home With Hands-On Activities,” 

inspiring makers of all ages to celebrate the 

Artemis mission with four STEM activities that 

use materials from around the house. — Craig W. 
Engelhardt, Craigengelhardt@hotmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/groups/stevens93reunion30/
mailto:Laccetti@stevens.edu
mailto:alumni-log@stevens.edu
mailto:mptorres78@gmail.com
mailto:bizmetzger@gmail.com
mailto:jcded@nanonitro.com
mailto:garnersm@gmail.com
mailto:alumni-log@stevens.edu
mailto:Craigengelhardt@hotmail.com
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Don’t see your class log listed? Send an update to  
alumni-log@stevens.edu or call 201-216-5161.

’08January 27, 2023 — Kathleen 
Weatherall passed her boards 

and is now a Diplomate of the 

American College of Veterinary Surgeons as 

a large-animal surgeon, specializing in equine 

surgery. She is working as an associate veter-

inarian at the SoCal Equine Hospital, based in 

Norco, California. — Derek J. Ives, derek.j.ives@
gmail.com

’15January 2023 — Dr. Tushar Patel 
M.S. ’15 was featured in a February

7, 2023, web story by the New 

Jersey Council of County Vocational Schools for 

their Career Technical Education Month. Here is 

a brief excerpt. “Since 2014, I have had the priv-

ilege of working for the New Jersey Organ and 

Tissue Sharing Network, a federally designated, 

non-profit organization responsible for the recov-

ery and placement of donated organs and tissue 

in the Garden State. My current role focuses on 

working alongside transplant professionals and 

healthcare workers throughout 55-plus hospitals 

in New Jersey and to help the nearly 4,000 New 

Jersey residents awaiting a life-saving organ 

transplant.” 

David Smith M.S. ’16 is a distribution and 

account manager with BASF Pharma Solutions. 

Finally, Aleesha Chisholm shared some joyful 

news and a photo! “I married the love of my life, 

Moses Mugwanga, on May 14, 2022!” — Danielle 
M. DeFeo, ddefeo@alumni.stevens.edu; Mark L. 
Scalzo, mscalzo11@gmail.com

’16 January 31, 2023 — Frank Roberto, 
Jr. shared an exciting career up-

date: “I currently I live in Norfolk, 

Virginia, and work for Gibbs & Cox, where I’ve 

been for a little over a year now. Before this, I was 

down at Austal for three years. At both of those 

companies I’ve been in a ship design role where 

I design auxiliary systems for government ships 

(Navy, Coast Guard, foreign navies and some 

DARPA).”

Carolina Pelaez, with her husband Javier 
Parra ’15 M.Eng. ’20, shared some wonderful 

family news! “We are thrilled to announce the 

birth of our son, Lucas Mateo Parra Pelaez, born 

on January 6, 2023.”

Finally, more happy baby news from Seth 
Essendrop. He and wife, Katherine, welcomed 

their sixth child, Leah Karen, on August 12, 

2022. —The Stevens Indicator; alumni-log@ 
stevens.edu

’18 July 5, 2022 — Some happy news 

from Elizabeth (Barreiro) ’18 and 

Gianluca Borrelli ’17: “On May 29, 

2022, we got married, with many of our close 

Stevens and Greek friends there to support us as 

we tied the knot. Our Stevens alumni bridal party 

included Eva Alvarez ’18, Lilly Razzaghi ’18, Olivia 
Gemma ’19, Ravi Patel ’18, Hans DeWaal ’17 and 

Brian Madden ’17.” — Kellie Vertetis, 
kvertetis21@gmail.com

’22January 27, 2023 – Here’s an exciting 

update from Matthew Cunning-
ham. “I am excited to share that I 

have now been working as a front-end developer at 

Music Theatre International for a month.

“Music Theatre International is one of the 

world’s leading theatrical licensing agencies, 

granting performance rights for popular titles 

such as ‘Les Misérables’ and ‘The Phantom of the 

Opera.’ As someone who has a background in 

school and community productions. I am thrilled 

to now be able to impact the industry from a 

different perspective.” — The Stevens Indicator; 
alumni-log@stevens.edu

1 Matthew Cunningham ’22 
works with Music Theatre 
International and provides a ca-
reer update. 2 Jackie Thompson 
’06 from China and Ryan Kerrigan 
’07 from Houston attended Exx-
onMobil’s Business Leadership 
Program at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 
2022. 3 Carolina Pelaez ’16 and 
husband Javier Parra ’15 wel-
comed their son, Lucas Mateo, 
in January 2023. 4 Close to 50 
Delta Tau Delta fraternity alumni 
spanning eight decades gathered 
at Stevens last December for their 
annual reunion luncheon.

mailto:alumni-log@stevens.edu
mailto:ddefeo@alumni.stevens.edu
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WHAT DOES PHONEBOY SOUND LIKE?
Wyn: We play fast indie-rock.

Ricky: Blink-182 and The Strokes are big influences.

WHAT’S A PHONEBOY?
Ricky: We used to practice in Wyn’s dorm room. Sometimes I would be in 
the corner, just zoning out on my phone. One day, Wyn got really annoyed 
and said, “Get off your phone, you … Phoneboy!” We started using it as 
our own kind of slang … when we needed a name for the band, we thought, 
“Why not Phoneboy?”

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR MOST MEANINGFUL EXPERIENCE IN 
THE BAND SO FAR?
Ricky: We toured the U.S. last year [opening for another band] and got to 
play a sold-out show at Webster Hall in New York. There were more than 
a thousand people there, but every time I looked out into the crowd, I saw 
someone I knew — a lot of kids from Stevens for sure. It was probably the 
best show we’ve ever played.

James: Going [on tour] to states and cities I’ve never been to before and 
having people sing along to the songs that we wrote — that was really cool, 
and still hard to wrap my head around.

Wyn: Getting our record deal with AWAL [in August 2022] was pretty 
awesome. When we were signing the contract at the studio, my hands were 
shaking!

James: I still have the pen.

WHAT DID IT FEEL LIKE TO SIGN WITH A RECORD LABEL?
Ricky: I remember our manager telling us about the offer and I was blown 
away. I was thinking, “There’s no way a company is offering us money.”

Wyn: It was ridiculous!

James: It’s hard to have faith all the time, so to see that someone else  
[who doesn’t even know you] has faith in your music is really sick.

DID YOU HAVE A RIDER (LIST OF BACKSTAGE DEMANDS  
FOR EACH VENUE) ON YOUR LATEST TOUR?
Ricky: We didn’t have a rider on the tour, but we did spend hours  
a day on the road. A question that kept coming up was “What would  
be on your dream rider?” so we assembled a list. 

James: We had a rider, and then our “unreasonable rider” — items  
that would be harder to acquire. For example, a bandolier of  
firecrackers, oysters, a flaming bow and arrow and a magician.  
More reasonable would be fresh socks, assorted nuts …

Ricky: A charcuterie board! But in all likelihood, it would just be a  
bunch of beers and some fruit.

WHAT’S NEXT FOR PHONEBOY?
Wyn: We were celebrating last night because our new single,  
“Ferrari,” came out today (January 17, 2023). On March 24,  
our second album, Moving Out, is coming out.

James: And on that same day, we’re kicking off our first headlining  
tour, playing a show at House of Independents in Asbury Park,  
New Jersey.

Ricky: Then we’ll be on the road until May 11 when we wrap up  
the 29-gig tour at The Bowery Ballroom in New York.   

— As told to Erin Lewis

A Final Thought

Chatting 
with Phoneboy

Phoneboy, the indie-rock trio of Wyn Barnum ’21 (vocals, guitar), Ricky Dana ’21 (vocals, guitar) and James Fusco (bass guitar), got their 

start at Stevens — jamming in Castle Point Hall, playing fraternity parties and other events on campus (they opened for Jesse McCartney 

at Techfest 2019!). Now, two years after graduation, the band reaches hundreds of thousands of listeners on major streaming platforms 

like Spotify and Apple Music. In advance of their sophomore album, Moving Out, released in March 2023, The Indicator spoke with the  

band about their rising success, life on tour — and the best backstage perks.

Listen to Phoneboy on your favorite streaming service. 
Keep up with the band at https://phoneboy.band/

Wyn Barnum ’21 (left) and Ricky Dana ’21 (center) met at Stevens, 
earning degrees in music and technology and quantitative finance, 
respectively. James Fusco (right), a childhood friend of Wyn, studied 
math and economics at Fordham University. Jordan Torres ’22, who 
studied finance at Stevens, plays keyboard with the band at live shows.
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